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Introduction

What are collocations’ 1

Collocations are common combinations of words. If you want to speak and write English well, you need
to know them. For example, verb + noun, adjective + noun, noun + noun, noun + preposition + noun
combinations. Collocation is a major key to fluency.

Look at these sentences containing the word ‘problem’:

|. There is a great deal of indecision over how to tackle the problem.
2. | believe that traffic congestion in large cities is an insurmountable problem.
3. We must get to the root of this problem. We need to discover the cause.

You can see that problem collocates with the verb tackle. with the adjective insurmountable. and it forms
a noun expression with the root of. And these are only a few of its collocations!

Learning vocabulary

When learning vocabulary, it is not enough just to know the meaning or translation of a word.You also need
to learn its collocations if you are to use it correctly and naturally when speaking or writing.

Learning new vocabulary is not just learning new words;
it is also learning familiar words in new combinations.

Becoming more aware of collocation
It is important that you develop an awareness of collocations and begin to notice them more and more.

Task |

Underline the collocations of the word ability in these sentences.

|. She was so shocked by the accident that she lost the ability to speak.
2. She has exceptional abilities as a musician.

3. Tiger Woods may be the best golfer in the world, but the Open Championship
next week will be a real test of his ability.

To check what you think and find out more collocations of ability, go to the first unit in this book. You also
need to know which words do not go together. You need to be constantly aware of the fact that words with
the same meaning do not necessarily form the same collocations. The following task demonstrates this.

Task 2

Cross out the wrong collocations for progress in these sentences.

|. Fallen trees are stopping / holding up the progress of the rescue.
2. There has been fast / rapid progress in computer technology in the past few years.
3. We are making slow but steady / constant progress.

To check and find out more collocations for progress, go to page |08.

Key Words

This book provides practice in learning the collocations of some of the most useful words in English — the
key words you need at your level of English. These key words are the nouns we use to talk about a very wide
range of topics — very general nouns like ability, change, effect, progress, responsibility, views etc.

Nouns are the most important words in a sentence because when we talk about something, we usually name
it with a noun. Furthermore, studying nouns is a very efficient way of learning vocabulary because the noun
will naturally take us to the verbs and adjectives that combine with it. For example, in the sentence My mother
holds very strong views on the subject of marriage, a focus on the key word views leads to the adjective strong
and the verb hold. This means that you are learning expressions, not single words. In this particular case: hold
strong views on.
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ability

| Verb + ability

Use the correct form of these verbs:

affect assess
overestimate lose
doubz show

|. Examinations are not the only means of ..........
someone’s ability. There are other ways of
measuring potential.

2. At first | questioned his abilities, but he has done
the job so well. 'm now ashamed that | had so
littie confidence in himand that | ........... his
abilities in the first place.

3. itis a well-known fact that even small amounts of
alcoholcan ........... your ability to drive safely.

4. She was so shocked by the accident that she
......... .the ability to speak.

5. Although Peter ........... a lot of ability as a
teenager, he just wasn't good enough to go
professional.

6. | had to give up half way through the race. | had
obviously ........... my ability to run a marathon.

Go back and underline all the verb collocations
with ability.

2 Noun + preposition + ability
Use these nouns in the sentences;

confidence best
lack reflection
test use

|. Tiger Woods may be the best golfer in the world,
but the Open Championship next week will be a
realn .l oo v of his ability.

2. Raymond is very clever, but he doesn't make full
......... of his abilities.

3. | was surprised when he failed his examinations.

His results are certainly notatrue ......... of
his abilities.

4. He's extremely competent and will do the job
properly. | have every ......... in his ability.

5. He said that he wouild try to do the job to the
......... of his ability.

6. | believe he lost confidence. His failure was not
duetoa......... of ability.

Go back and underline all the noun + preposition
+ ability collocations.

3 Common adjective collocations
Use these adjectives in the sentences:

average considerable
mixed natural
incredible proven

|. Most of us have to work hard to learn to play
a musical instrument. However, there are people
who are bornwitha............ ability and who
learn effortlessly.

2. The students in my classareof ............ ability,
so | teach them in groups according to their level.

3. | have no doubts that he has ............ ability,
but | don't think his personality is suited to this
kind of work.

4. We need somebody who has done this before —
withthe ............ ability to do the job.

5. 'm not a genius and I'm not stupid. | would
describe myself as beingof ............ ability.

6. | don't know how she does it, but Annie Lennox
oK TR — ability to electrify her
audience.

Go back and underline all the adjective + ability
collocations in this exercise.

Notes

|. Here are three ways to describe 'great’ ability:
She has a remarkable ability to recall long poems after
only reading them once.
She has exceptional abilities as a musician.
His examination results are proof of his outstanding
ability.

2. Remember that an adjective collocation can come
before or after the noun:
She has remarkable ability.
Her ability is remarkable.

3. Notice the use of ‘best’ in 2-5.'Best’ is usually an
adjective, but it is used as a noun in the expression
to ‘do something to the best of your ability".

4. We can talk about specific abilities:

musical ability physical ability
linguistic ability technical ability
artistic ability acting ability

5. When we talk about very intelligent children, we
often call them ‘children of above average ability".
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action

| Verb + action
Use the correct form of these verbs:

condone demand explain
put into swing into take
|. Shopkeepers in the town centre are ..........

tougher action against the vandals who continue
to damage their shops at night.

2. She will have to .......... her actions — and
defend them before the disciplinary committee — if
she is to get her job back.

3. We've had enough talk! We need to ... ... .. these
ideas . ...action as soon as we can.

4. Air traffic controllers are threateningto ... ...
industrial action if their pay demands aren’t met.

5. The emergency services are always on standby and
readyto ........... action at a moment's notice.

6. There's no way that the college can ........... the
actions of these students. Throwing eggs at the
Queen is not an appropriate way to protest.

2 Common adjective collocations

Use the following adjectives in these sentences:

disciplinary drastic
evasive joint
prompt whatever

|. If the manager hadn’t acted so quickly, the whole
factory would have been destroyed. It was his
............ action that prevented the fire from
spreading.

2. The army has been given full powers to take
............ action is necessary to restore order
to the streets of the capital.

3. The company cannot continue to lose money at
this rate. The situation callsfor ..............
action.

LS L oo o o6 action will be taken against any
member of staff who is found using the internet
for personal matters.

5. Britain and the US agreedon ............ action
to combat the threat of world-wide terrorism.

6. The pilot of a commercial jet had to take .........
action yesterday to avoid a mid-air collision
with a small military plane.
Go back and underline all the adjective + action
collocations in this exercise.
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3 Expressions with prepositions

Use these expressions with prepositions below:
plan of

implications of

course of
result of

need for
responsible for

|. We realise that the situation is critical and we fully
appreciate the ............ immediate action.

2. When the settlers cut down all the trees, they
failed to consider the wider ............ their
actions, so the area became a desert.

3. People who are mentally ill cannot be held
............ their actions.

4. How are you going to deal with this situation’
What'syour ............ action!

5. The surgeon was to blame. My father’s death was
the BIreCt . ..voveinanas his actions.

6. They're planning to build a dam across the river.
However, experts disagree whether this is the best
S action to take.

“Taking evasive action!”

Notes

|. Note the following;
They say he’s a good player. I've never seen him in action.
He is out of action due to an knee injury.

2. We talk about taking industrial action when we mean
going on strike.
We talk about taking military action.

3. Note the common expression: :
He’s a typical politician — all talk and no action.

4. An action group is a group of people who get
together with a common aim to do something

positive, eg to help homeless people.







advantage

| Verb + advantage

Use the correct form of these verbs:

give have outweigh
take stress weigh up

|. | think we should go ahead with the plan.The
advantages far ........... the disadvantages.

2. He had no trouble finding a job because he .......
the advantage over the other candidates of
speaking fluent Spanish.

3. | haven’t decided yet whether to emigrate or not.
U SO onvann wnias the advantages and
disadvantages.

4. The Prime Minister was at great painsto .........
the advantages of the new system.

5. His heightand longarms ........... him a huge
advantage over other boxers.

6. While we stayed at the hotel,lwe ...........
advantage of its excellent leisure facilities.

2 Common adjective collocations

Use these adjectives in the sentences:
mutual main added

|. Not having to travel far to get anything you need
is probably the ............ advantage of living in
the city centre.

2. Theplanistoour............ advantage. Ve will
all benefit greatly from it.

3. The new plan will improve living conditions in the
villages,and it has the .......... advantage of
bringing much-needed employment to rural areas.

distinct great unfair

4. Some people object to private schools because
they givean ............ advantage to children
from rich families.

5. His enormous heightisa............ advantage
when playing basketball.

BN i e v advantage of the euro is we don't
need to keep changing money every time we go
to another country.

Here are three adjectives with similar meanings
to some of those in the exercise. Which of the
above sentences would they fit in?

additional  ................
considerable ................
ODVIOUS: oot oo s

3 Advantage + preposition.
Complete the sentences with for, in, of, over, to:

|. There are a number of advantages ..... studying
English in the UK or America.
2. There are distinct advantages ... .. a more radical

approach to this problem.

3. Government subsidies give these companies an
unfair advantage ..... their competitors.

4. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages . .... ~
travelling abroad on your own.

5. The bird’s huge claws are an obvious advantage
.... catching its prey

“It’s not fair! | feel your height gives
you a distinct advantage!”

Notes

I. In 1-6 ‘take advantage of’ means ‘make use of".

2. Note the expression in 2-2 — to your advantage.
It means something is in your interest. For example:
It’s to your advantage that you speak French fluently.

3. In 2-2 it is natural to say that something is to our
mutual advantage. You can't say that something is to
our mutual disadvantage.

4. Note the use of ‘over’ when making comparisons.
Digital cameras have lots of advantages over
conventional ones.

5. Note the following common expressions with
disadvantage:
The fact that he didn’t speak English put him at @
disadvantage during the visit to London.
It is clear that children of poor families are at a
disadvantage when it comes to getting into university. i

6. Notice this common structure:
There are a number of advantages in (doing something).
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agreement

| Verb + agreement
Use the correct form of these verbs:

break cancel
get honour
reach sign
|. Make sure you look closely at the details before
you enter into any agreement. Never ........ an
agreement without reading the small print first.
2. We reserve the rightto ........ this agreement if

you fail to make the regular monthly payments.

3. You'll have to ........ your parents’ agreement if
you want to go on the school trip.

4. When we make an agreement with someone, we
always ........ it. Our reputation depends on the
fact that we adhere strictly to any agreement we
make.

5. After hours of talking the two sides failed to
....... agreement. [ hey will meet again
tomorrow in a final attempt to come to some
sort of agreement.

6. By going on strike they ........ the agreement
they made earlier with their employer. They could
be fired for breaching the terms of the agreement.

2 Common adjective collocations
Use the following adjectives in these sentences:

amicable binding
tacit general
unanimous verbal

|. It's best to get things in writing. ..........
agreements often don’t stand up in court.

2. Nothing was said at the meeting. There seemed to
B 5 v agreement that the subject of the
manager's expenses wouldn't be discussed.

3. My wifeand l cametoan.......... agreement
when we split up. She got the house and | got the
money. It worked out really well.

4. Thereis .......... agreement in the medical
profession that pregnant women shouldn’t smoke.

Bitwas nota.......... agreement in their view, so
they feel they can break it without penalty.

BEEre s ... ... ... agreement that a new airport
is needed. Nobody disputes that, but there is
fundamental disagreement over where to build it.

Go back and underline the collocations.
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3 Verb + disagreement

Use the correct form of the following verbs:
cause express have resoive

|. Protesters marched through Londonto.....
their disagreement with government policy.

2. My wifeand | don't .......... many
disagreements, but when they do arise, they tend
to be over the best way to spend money.

3. Management and unions have been trying to
.......... their disagreement over proposals to
reduce the workforce, but after three days of talks
there is still no sign of an agreement.

4. | think the new timetables are certainto .........
disagreement amongst staff.

“We're not protesters! We're only
expressing our disagreement!”

Notes

|. Notice the differences in meaning in the following
examples:
We are in complete agreement.
(We agree about everything.) :
We are in broad agreement
(We agree about most things.) i

4
|
]

2. We use a number of adjectives to descrabe a ‘-!EEI‘IGUE
disagreement:
There is considerable disagreement over the safety of
l genetically modified food.
There is profound disagreement on who shnuk( become
the next leader of the party.
There is fundamental disagreement about the best way
to fund the health service. ! |

3. You can say there is ‘considerable’ or ‘fundmﬂ
agreement’, but you cannot say profamd agreen







answer

| Verb + answer (meaning reply)
Use the correct form of these verbs:

demand give need
be receive wait for

o BRI < o vk nunals an answer to your letter?

2. We sent a letter of complaint ages ago. Three
months later were still ........... an answer.

3. The managing director ........... an answer. He

was furious and wanted to know why things had
gone so badly wrong.

4. The Prime Minister promised to ........... a
written answer to the MP’s detailed question.

S Ve T an answer immediately. If you can't
give us one, we can't get on with the job.

6. | rang the bell several times, but there ...........
no answer.

“I'm sorry, you've got the
wrong answer — again!”

2 Common adjective collocations
Use the following adjectives in these sentences:

correct detailed
final honest
immediate short
" Lidon’t EXpECEL AN «covainini . s answer. Think it over

and let me know by the end of the week.

2. Just give me a straightand ............ answer,
and stop trying to evade the question, will you?

3. Ischatyour ............ answer? If it is, | won't
trouble you much longer.

4. The 5o e IhE answer to your question is NO!

5. They really were very helpful, taking lots of time
togiveusclearand............ answers to all
our questions.

6. Very often some of these questions have more
thanone............ answer.

3 Verb + answer (meaning solution)
Use the correct form of these verbs:

arrive at come up with guess
have Know provide
U | 2 the answer, I'd tell you!
2. Yes, we are aware of the problem, but
unfortunately we donot ........... the answer.
3. You'lll never ........... the answer in a million

years! Do you want a clue’

4. We're in trouble if someone doesn't ............ i
the right answer soon.

5. The new accounting system will ........... the
answers you need in a matter of minutes.

6. We ........... the correct answer by a process
of elimination. Ve rejected the choices one by
one until we only had one left.

4 More adjective collocations
Use the correct form of these verbs:

wrong simple long-term
definite obvious only
L. There B no ..ooees answer to the problems

facing the economy. It's a very complex situation.

2. Food aid may provide temporary relief to the
people of Eritrea,butitisnota........ answer to
the problems facing the country.

3. | think you've put the ........ answer for number
3. It should be 5.25, not 5.52.

4. We are unable to treat this condition with drugs.
An operation may be the ........ answer.

5. | don't see what the problem is. If we can't hire a
bus, the ... answer is to cancel the trip.

6. It'stooearlytogivea........ answer. We won't
be in a position to do so for a couple of days.

Notes

I. Note the following more formal phrase:
In answer to your enquiry, we regret to say that we
have neo vacancies at present.

2. If someone thinks they know everything we often say
that they think they know all the answers.

3. If a child answeis their parent back, they are being
rude.
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approval

| Verb + approval

Use the correct form of these verbs:

give meet with need
seek show win

|. The board of directors talked over the proposal
and decided to ........... it their approval.

2. My plans for the new house are complete — now
| [P et is approval to build it.

3. The audience ........... their approval by calling
for encore after encore, then giving them a
standing ovar n.

4. She desperaccly wantsto ........... her father’s
approval.
5. Welllhaveto ........... approval from head

office before spending any more on this project.

6. The council’s plans for new traffic measures
have ........... the approval of local residents.

2 Common adjective collocations

Choose the correct adjective in the following:

|. Most guarantees on anything you buy now state
that if the goods do not meet with your .........
approval, you may return them within 30 days of

purchase — as long as you still have the receipt!
(full / detailed)

2. Youneed........ approval from the local council
before you can build a garage in your garden.

(official / legal)
3. Much against his wishes, the founder of the

troubled company was forced to give his .........

approval to the takeover plans.
(reluctant / grudging)

4. Last night’s committee meeting gave ..........
approval to your plan for a new day centre for
elderly people. There wasn't even one vote
against.

(complete / unanimous)

5. The constitution of the USA requires the
President to seek the .......... approval of
Congress for any kind of military action.
(previous / prior)

6. Incredibly, the proposed changes to the voting

system have met with .......... approval. There
have been very few objections.

(majority | widespread)

3 Noun + of + approval

Use these nouns to complete the sentences:

nod roar
seal Sign
|. Last week the government gave its ........... of

approval to the deal.

2. Therewasa........... of approval from the
crowd when Nevin was replaced by Beckham.

3. The children longed for some ........... of
affection or approval from their mother.

4. | was pleased when | saw my teacher in the
audience givingme a ........... of approval.

4 Preposition + approvali

Complete the sentences with these prepositions:

on without
for in

I. The architects sent the designs of the shopping
centre to the planning department ...........
their approval.

2. When we suggested spending £10,000 on new
computers, several people at the meeting nodded

3. I'm sorry, | can't agree to anything ........... my
partner’s approval.

4. These goods are supplied ........... approval.
That means you can return them if they are not
satisfactory.

Go back and underline the full prepositional
expressions.

Notes

|. The phrase used in 3-1 is a common thing to say in
speech. For example:
Are we going to have the meeting in London or Leeds?
> Well, Leeds would definitely have my seal of approval.

2. Notice the large number of adjectives which mean
full approval: total, | 00%, unqualified, wholehearted,
overwhelming, unanimous, universal, widespread

3. A decision which has not been fully passed can be
subject to the approval of, for example, the board, the

council, the government etc.
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argument

| Verb + drguiment (reasons behind ideas)
Use the correct form of these verbs:

accept  follow hear  put forward  support
I. His lecture just didn't seem to make any sense.
couldnt........ his argument at all. Could you!
2. I've spent the last week doing my research. Now
've got lots of facts and figuresto ........ my
argument.
3. In his speech, the Chancellor ............ a very

persuasive argument for raising taxes.

4. ldont........ the argument that adults should
always be obeyed just because they are adults!

5. Now thatwe have ............ all the arguments
for and against the proposal, | think we should
vote on it.

2 Good and bad arguments

. First underline the adjectives which collocate

with argument in the sentences below. Then

decide which adjectives describe a good

argument and which describe a poor one.

|. The animal rights people have a compelling
argument for banning fox hunting. I'm certainly
persuaded.

2. The unemployment issue is a pretty feeble
argument against asylum seekers, I'm afraid.

3. The most telling argument for wearing seat beilts
is the number of lives they save each year.

4. There are strong arguments for and against
euthanasia.

5. | find your argument a bit woolly. I'm not really
convinced by it.

n

3 Verb + argument (meaning disagreement)
Use the correct form of these verbs:
getinto listento lose settle  start

|. Jane’s very argumentative, so if she triesto .......
an argument with you, it’s best to just ignore her
and walk away.

2. We. . g a terrible argument over who was
responsible for the accident and I'm afraid we're
not on speaking terms any more.

3. I'm fed up arguing about money day after day. Let’s

........ this argument once and for all.
> | agree, let's put an end to it right now.

4. Nobody likesto ........ an argument. We all want
to win. But you know the old saying — win the
argument and lose a friend!

5. | think it's important to ........ both sides of an
argument before deciding what you think yourself.

4 Common adjective collocations
Complete the sentences below with the following:

endless friendly heated
massive pointless
|. Wehadarelaxedand .......... argument about

whether people should be allowed to smoke at
meetings or not. Nobody got upset.

2. A decision was finally made after quite a bit of
.......... argument had taken place. A number of
people were upset by the angry words which
were exchanged.

3. Atworklhada.......... argument with my
boss, but it has cleared the air.There’s no longer
any bad feeling between us now.

4. | had an absolutely .......... argument with my
parents over money. It was stupid and served no
purpose at all.

5. They haVe ..o arguments. They're always at
each other’s throats. I'm surprised they're still
talking.

If you have time, go back and underline all the

important collocations in all the exercises in
this unit.

Notes

I. In 3-2 you can ‘get into an argument’ or 'get involved
in an argument’. For example:
Sorry I'm late. | got involved in an argument with the taxi
driver over politics!

2. Do you know the following idiom!?
People who always try to see both sides of an argument
often end up sitting on the fence.

3. If your argument is not quite right, we say ‘there’s a
flaw in your argument’.

4. To appear reasonable when discussing, you can say
either of the following:
| can see your argument.
| can see where you're coming from.
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attention

Verb collocations

Use the correct form of these verbs:

need have

pay get

. Children often misbehave inorderto ...........

attention.

. The play was disappointing. lt didnt...........

my attention for very long. -

R Uovcannivew your attention, please’ | have an

important announcement to make.
Babies ........... a lot of care and attention.

. As a caring society | think we needto..........

more attention to the elderly.

First underline the verb collocations in the
following. Then divide them into two groups:
those meaning ‘give attention to something’ and
those meaning ‘something gets your attention’.

Don't pay any attention to what Lyn is saying. She
doesn't know what she's talking about.

. There's no point trying to attract the waiter’s

attention. He's not interested!

. There are a number of important issues that we

need to direct our attention to.

. Something bright caught the baby’s attention and

she reached out and tried to touch it.

. When I've finished studying the European market,

| intend turning my attention to South East Asia.

2 Common adjective collocations
Complete the sentences below with the following:

close immediate
insufficient meticulous
undivided unwelcome
. If you just wait till I've finished writing this letter,
I'll give you my fulland .......... attention.
BRERY 5000000500 attention to everything | say. It's

important that you follow the instructions.

. 80 people drowned when the ferry sank.The

owners had paid .......... attention to safety.
Let's sit in that corner — away from everyone else.
We don't want to attract .......... attention.

. His paintings are so realistic. He pays ..........

attention to detail.

. Sorry, I've got to rush. I've just had a telephone

call which requiresmy .......... attention.

3 Verb phrases with prepositions

Complete the expression in colour with a
suitable preposition:

The fire inspector called our attention .... the
fact that some members of staff were not
following the correct procedures.

If we don’t bring this ....the attention of the police,
nothing will be done.

. The war diverted people's attention away . ...the

country’s economic problems.

. We're organising a campaign to draw people’s

attention . .. .the harmful effects of food additives.

. The election is in four months. This tax cut is

obviously designed to distract public attention . ...
from the government’s failures.

Last night’s documentary helped to focus world
attention . . ..the plight of the Somali refugees.

o |

9%?

=

7 E
/
A il

“Some people think | pay too much attention to detail!”

|

4. If something escapes your attention, you do not

—

Notes

|. In 2-5 we can also say painstaking attention.
2. Someone is the ‘centre of attention’ when
everybody wants to see or talk to them.
For example:
He's a rock star so he’s the centre of attention

everywhere he goes.

3. Note the preposition in the following phrase:
My attention wasn't on my work. My mind was
elsewhere.

notice it:

The fact that the company was operating without
a licence had not escaped the attention of the
authorities.
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ban

L1 v
| VYeroc « ban

Use the correct form of these verbs:

announce defy impose
introduce fift support

|. The Football Association .......... a three-match
ban on the player for unprofessional behaviour.

2. Thousands of students ........... the ban on

political meetings. They held a mass demonstration
in the main square demanding freedom of speech
and free elections.

3. After the failure of the pay negotiations, the union
........... a ban on overtime.

4. The government will ........... the ban on fishing
for scallops when scientists assure them that the
shellfish are safe to eat.

5. Do you remember which airline was the first to
........... a smoking ban on all its flights?

6. All delegates except the Japanese ........... the
worldwide ban on whaling.

2 A complete ban on something
Complete the sentences below with these ideas:

land mines tobacco advertising
the trade in ivory sale of handguns
using e-mail human cloning

|. From Monday there is to be a total ban on
................ for personal purposes in office
time. Anyone caught booking flights, for example,
will be dismissed on the spot.

2. Thousands of children lost limbs in the aftermath
of the war. All political parties are calling for a
ban on the production anduseof .............. :

3. In the aftermath of Dunblane and the American
high school shootings, there were calls for a
complete banonthe................ i

4. In order to discourage young people from
smoking, many western governments have
imposed a blanketbanon ................ .

5. Many famous biologists believe that there should
be an outrightbanon ................ ;

6. The African elephant is only surviving today
because of the worldwide banon.............. :

Go back and underline all the expressions
meaning a complete ban.

3 Put + a ban on
Notice the difference between these sentences:

a. They've banned the advertising of alcohol
b. They've put a ban on the advertising of alcohol

Change the following sentences so that they
follow the pattern of sentence b:

|. They've banned the sale of alcohol at the match.

.......................................
.......................................

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

4. They've banned the sale of drinks.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

“The ban is total, complete, | 00%!
Which word don’t you understand?”

Notes

l. In 1-2'ignored’ is also possible.

2. Note the use of 'banned’ as an adjective:
His gold medal was taken away from him when his tests
proved that he had been using a banned substance.
He was arrested for belonging to a banned political

party.
3. A‘'test ban treaty’ is an agreement between countries
to stop testing nuclear weapons.

4. Here is a common use of ‘ban’ as a verb:
He was banned from driving for three years.

22 Key Words for Fluency — Upper Intermediate






belief

! r- ;:h "-‘- . - - F""’" -""--E‘ :
| Vel T veliel

Use the correct form of these verbs:

cling to hold
snaie share
strengthen stand up for
|. Myboss ........... strong political beliefs and
expresses them on every possible occasion!
2. Although Idon't ........... your beliefs, | do

respect them. | think this is important in a
democratic society.

3. We should all have the courageto ........... our
beliefs.

4. He was only fined £100 for killing somebody in a
road accident! This case has ........... my belief

in our justice system.

5. My mother’s long battle against stomach cancer
RSOV <o vvivinins her belief in God.

6. A week after her husband disappeared in a
boating accident, she's still ........... the belief
that he’s alive. She refuses to accept that he might
have drowned.

2 Common adjective collocations
Use these adjectives to complete the sentences:

firm genuine
growing mistaken
popular unshakeable

|. For years at school | was under the...........
belief that Anne was Chris’s mother. It was only
years later | found out she was his step-sister!

CONtAPY €0 . .oosiavui belief, eating carrots does
not improve your eyesight.

3. My brother hasan .......... belief in his own
abilities. I've never known anybody with such self-
belief and self-confidence.

4 ltismy.......... belief that abortion is immoral.
Nobody will ever convince me that we have the
right to end life in that way.

5. Fighting has again broken out along the border.
Thereisnowa.......... belief among politicians
that war is inevitable.

6. If you want to be a successful salesman, you have
] R T belief in the product you are
selling. It's no good just pretending to like
something.

3 Expressions with prepositions

Complete the sentences below with on, to or of:
|. Throughout her persecution, Joan of Arc remained

faithful ...... her beliefs. She refused to give them
up.

2. The fact that millions of people are dying of
famine has shaken the foundations ...... my belief
in God.

3. Sarah’s parents hadn't realised the depth . ... .. her

religious beliefs until she told them she had
decided to become a nun.

4. I've never really trusted that woman. I've always
had doubts about the sincerity . ... .. her beliefs.

5. Capitalism is partly based ... ... the belief that
people work more productively if they are
working for themselves.

6. Every religion has its own set ...... beliefs.
17
- > (2l
“" - ~ | g\ %
l : t
AN

“Contrary to popular belief,
eating carrots does not
improve your eyesight!”

Notes

I. Note the following expressions:
She may have made the situation worse, but she acted in
the belief that she was doing the right thing. =
That’s impossible to believe! It's beyond belief’

It's my belief that a vaccine for AIDS will be found.

2. If you really find something impossible to explain or
understand you can say that it ‘beggars belief .
It beggars belief how one man could have destroyed a _]
bﬂﬂk. |

3. Note that we talk of having political and religious
beliefs.

—— —— —
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cause

| Verb + cause
Underline the verbs which mean ‘find’:
|. The cause of the fire may never be discovered.

2. The police never actually determined the cause of
death.

3. Investigators have been called in to establish the
cause of the plane crash.

4. Engineers are trying to isolate the cause of the
problem.

2 Common adjective collocations

Complete the sentences below with the following:

common exact
real main

likely
underlying

|. Although they can’t be certain, the investigators
think that the most ........ cause of the crash
was that the driver of the train had a heart attack.

2. THE MOsSt ..o cause of air accidents is pilot
error — not mechanical failure.

3. Although the link is not clear, many politicians
believe that unemployment is the ........ cause of
a lot of urban crime.

4. We don't know why my aunt died. The post
mortem will determine the ........ cause.

5. Speedingisthe ........ cause of road accidents.

6. We all know what the inquiry said, but do you
think that was the ....... cause of John's death!?

3 Cause + for

Use these words in the sentences below:

celebration
optimism

alarm
concern

complaint

|. My grandmother’s failing health is giving us cause
for i . She might have to go into hospital.

2. We have run into some severe turbulence, but
there is no cause for ........ . Please fasten your
seatbelts and remain seated till the ‘fasten
seatbelts’ sign has been switched off.

3. | have no cause for ........ . The flights, the hotel,
the food have all been excellent.

4. Following the breakdown of talks, the present
political climate gives little cause for ........ :

5. Arsenal’s victory in the competition was cause
S I and the fans partied till about 3am.

4 Common expressions

Match the two halves to make common
expressions with cause:

|. What do you think is

2. It’s all a matter of

3. I've never had any

4. She’s never had a day off
5. We don’t yet know

a. without good cause.
b. cause to complain.

c. the cause of death.

e. the cause of the pain’
d. cause and effect.

5 Cause (something people believe in)

A common meaning of cause is ‘reason’, but it
can also mean something important that people
believe in. For example:

A lot of people leave money in their will to good
causes such as the NSPCC (the National Society for
the prevention of cruelty to children).

Use a suitable preposition in these sentences:
|. Most people want independence and many young

men are willing to fight ...... the cause.

2. These violent demonstrations will do little to
further the cause ...... animal rights.

3. Anti-smoking campaigners hope the public will be
sympathetic ...... their cause. |

4. | don’t mind giving money if itis..... a good
cause.

Notes

|. Note the following:
I've tried everything to get my money back from the
company. I'm beginning to think it’s a lost cause.

2. In 2-3 you can also say ‘root cause’ — the basic,
underlying cause.

3. In 5-4 deserving is also possible.

Both in a good cause and for a good cause are
equally correct.

4. We use the French phrase — a cause célébre — to talk
about a very controversial issue.

5. If you die ‘of natural causes’, you die of old age — not
liness or accident.

6. Notice in exercise 4 you say ‘without good cause’
and not ‘without a good cause’.

7. You can ‘champion’ a cause. For example:
Germaine Greer has championed the cause of feminism.
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chance

| Verb + chance (opportunity)
Use the correct form of these verbs:

give have improve take
miss jump at need wait for
|. | can do much better. Please ........ me one

more chance and |'ll show you what | can really
do.

2. | can’t believe how rude Pete was. He snatched
the newspaper out of my hand before | ........ a
chance to read it.

S bDont........ this chance to buy three of your
favourite videos for the price of one.

4. Youshould......... the chance to travel abroad
while you're still young.

5. | had no hesitation in accepting the job in the
New York office. It was the chance | had been

nnnnnnnnn

6. | feel that learning English will ........ my chances
of working abroad.
7. It's an important matter so | ........ a chance to

think it over before | make a decision.

8. Do you think | should take the job in Milan?
>Well,ifitwas me,Id ........ the chance!

2 Common adjective collocations

Complete the sentences with these adjectives:
better

|. If you don't finish this task within the time limit,
you will be eliminated from the contest. Nobody
o W chance.

2. Many parents today make sacrifices to send their
children to good schools and to university. They
want their children to havea........ chance in
life than they had themselves.

equal last second rare

3. This weekend, visitors will geta........ chance to
see inside the rooms of the Royal Palace. This is
only the second time the King has allowed the
public into his private apartments.

4. Handicaps in sports such as golf give people with

different abilitiesan ........ chance of winning
competitions.
SRS B Y ..o chance to pass the entrance

examination. It's my third attempt and | won't be
allowed another chance.

3 Verb + chance (possibility)

Use the correct form of these verbs:

fancy  increase  rate ruin stand

|. Smoking when you are pregnant may ..........
the chances of damage to your baby.

2. One careless mistake at work .......... my
chances of promotion.

3. Atthisratewe don't .......... a chance of
getting to the airport on time.

4 ldon't.......... our chances of beating them.
They are a very strong team. They haven't lost a
home game for two years!

5. Howdoyou.......... your chances of getting
the job?

4 Common adjective collocations

Write the expressions from the sentence with
the following meanings:
a. no chance at all

b. no chance, but maybe!
c. a very very small chance
d

e

I

. @ good chance
. @ very good chance

. We only have an outside chance of making the

airport on time. The plane leaves in twenty
minutes!

2. Nowadays we have the expertise to ensure that

premature babies have an excellent chance of
survival.

3. It’s only a thunderstorm! The chances of being
struck by lightning are a million to one.

4. Fat chance of him coming to give us a hand. He
won't lift a hand to help anybody but himself.

5. The team has a fair chance of success this year.

Notes

I. Note the following:
Is there any chance of a lift to the airport?
Is there any chance of borrowing the car, Dad?

2. Chance can also mean ‘risk”:
If | were you, I'd take a chance and ring her.
It can also mean ‘luck’:
It was pure chance we were on the same plane.
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choice

| Verb + choice
Use the correct form of these verbs:

leave give
have influence
make restrict

|. I'm not up here in Alaska because | want to be!
Head office never ........ me a choice!

2. Young people don't realise that the choices they
........ at school and university can affect them
for the rest of their lives.

3. We used to live in London, so we could fly
anywhere really easily. Living up here in the north
does........ your choice of where you can go,
but we prefer the quieter life.

4. | wouldn't drive without a seat belt, but | still think
people should ........ the choice.

5. The council denied that financial considerations
had ........ their choice of consultant.

6. I'm afraid you've ........ us no choice.You've
taken so many days off for no reason, we've got
no alternative but to ask you to leave.

Go back and underline the verb collocations.

2 Common adjective collocations
Use these adjectives in the sentences:

difficult first
free obvious
deliberate straight

|. Bluewasntmy........ choice. | would have

preferred red, but they were sold out.

2. Look, there’s nothing more to discuss. It's a
........ choice — either you stop drinking, or you
die of liver failure in a month — maybe two!

3. Jean Moore is the only one with the necessary
work experience, so shes the........ choice.

4. Luke is only 12. Gill and David are getting
divorced, so the poor boy has to decide which
one he wants to live with.Whata........ choice
for any child to make!

5. First-year students make up their own
programmes. They have a completely ........
choice within a group of subjects.

6. I'm a single mother.ltwasa........ choice to
bring up my children on my own.

3 Choice + of + noun

Match the halves of the following:

|. | think you've made the right choice of career.

2. Mrs Burgess obviously doesn't like

3. The main course comes

4. New York is a city of culture.

5. She made an unfortunate choice of words in her
speech

It has a huge choice of cinemas and theatres.
with a choice of vegetables or salad.

You'll make a wonderful teacher.

her son’s choice of friends.

and upset a lot of people in the room.

Go back and underline all the expressions
with choice.

® A n O o

“Choice? They didn’t give me a choice either!”

Notes

I. Note the following useful expressions with
prepositions:
I'm afraid it's not my kind of party. | wouldn’t have come
here by choice.
There were so many different things to eat We were
spoift for choice.
Some children in this area are not able to go to the
school of their choice.

2. Note the following useful phrases:
| had no choice what to study at university. My parents
had already decided for me.
The choice of career lies with you. It’s your decision and
your decision only.

3. Note the common phrase ‘freedom of choice" |
Satellite TV offers viewers greater freedom of choice. .|
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comment

| Verb + comment
Use the correct form of these verbs:

appreciate apologise for have
invite made pass
. Doyou.......... any comment on the situation,

Mr President?

2. | entirely agree with the commentsyou ..........
about the state of the underground system.

3. Thecoundcil has .....i.q.. comments from
residents about the plans for the new shopping
centre.

4. The interviewer made some rather rude remarks
to the Prime Minister’s wife. He later publicly
.......... his comments.

5.lwould.......... any comments you might have
on my work.All comments and suggestions will be
gratefully received.

6. No one in the office has dared ..........
comment on my new hair colour. | think they're all
afraid to upset me!

2 Common adjective collocations
Complete the sentences below with the following:

nasty fair further helpful
last sad passing sarcastic
|. OK, you're right.That’s ........ comment. | could

have played better. | just wasn't on top form.

2. Everything my client has to say on this matter is
contained in the press release.She hasno ........
comment to make at this stage.

3. Your husband passed some very ........
comments about my wife's appearance at the
party. | hope he will apologise.

4. | think Pete’s ideas are important and they
deserve morethana......... comment.

5. My boss isn’t nasty or unpleasant, but he has a
habit of making slightly ......... comments about
my accent. Why does he do this, | wonder?

6. My tutor made some very ........ comments on
my essay — they were apt and to the point.

7. lgnoremy ......... comment. | wasn’t thinking
properly!

8. Last night's programme about homeless people in
ourcitieswasa........ comment on the current
state of our society.

“No one dares comment on her new hair-do!”

.
2.

Li3:

4. In 2-8 ‘comment’ is used to mean a bad picture of

. Note these comment + verb collocations:

Notes |
You can also use ‘welcome’ inl-5.

In 1-6 notice that you can ‘pass comment’, but in |-2
you ‘make a comment’. '

In 2-3 you can also say ‘derogatory comments’.

something. You can also use ‘telling”:
It’s a telling comment on our society that some children
still don’t get enough to eat.

Her comments provoked an uncharacteristic outburst of
anger from the Prime Minister.
The manager’s comments do not represent the views of

many of us. |, for one, disagree strongly.

Note the following prepositional phrases:

The minister at the centre of the scandal was unavailable
for comment last night

| was surprised when she accepted his decision without
comment.

Note how we tell people that we do not wish to talk
about something: _

When asked if he was about to resign, the chairman
replied ‘No comment’.

Note the verbs we use to describe our reactions to
comments:

Her comments offended me deeply.

| was secretly pleased by his comments.
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concern

| Concern (a worry about something)
Use the correct form of these verbs:

appreciate express
cause grow
override share
|. Many doctors have .......... deep concern about

the safety of this new drug.
2. The build-up of enemy troops on the country's

southern borderis .......... great concern.

3. Voasmai s your concern, but don't worry — I'm
all right. | know what I'm doing.

4. Public concerniis .......... over the number of

children who leave school without any kind of
formal qualification.

5. The headmaster and the staff .......... your
concern about what happened on the trip to the

z00.We must make sure something like this never

happens again.
6. Our concern for the safety of the children must
.......... all other concerns.

2 Focus on prepositions

Complete the sentences with these prepositions:

over for of with

|. We view the situation developing in the Middle
L — grave concern.

2. The little girl hasn't been seen for two days and
there is now growing concern ...... her safety.

3. The availability of drugs in schools is ...... great
concern to parents.

4. There is widespread concern ...... rising crime
rates in our cities.

3 Concern (an important thing)

Match the halves below:

I. As CEO my major concern is

2. As aid workers, our overriding concern is
3. The Chancellor’s primary concern is

4. This hospital’s main concern is

a. to improve the quality of care to our patients.
b. to reduce inflation and improve the economy.
c. to make this company more efficient.

d. to care for the hungry and the homeless.

Now underline the adjectives which mean ‘most
important’.

“His only concern was that he couldn’t
get into his new Gucci trainers!”

Notes

|. In I-| you can also use raise or voice. Other verbs

used with concern are brush aside and reject:
The airline brushed aside concerns about the safety of its
ageing fleet of planes.

. Notice these expressions:

My private life is no concern of yours.

Your private life is of no concern to me.

I'd keep out of this argument if | were you. It’s a family
matter and it's none of your concern.

. Note the following:

| was surprised and angered by his lack of concern
for his sick mother.

You've been given the all-clear. The test results were
negative, so there’s no cause for concern.

In his speech, he said that global pollution should be a
matter of concern to us all.

. Note how we express doubt about something:

My only concern about Beckham is whether he’ll be fit
to play on Saturday.

. If we want to talk about our main concern, we can

use sole or only:
The safety of the hostages is our sole concern.
Our only concern is for the safety of the hostages.
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consequence

| Verb + consequence

Use the correct form of these verbs:

consider fear
realise suffer

r’gnure
understand

|. I've had too many late nights over the past few
weeks. 'mnow ......... the consequences!

2. My friend Neil can be very irresponsible. He’s
always making snap decisions and never .........
the consequences.

3. The lawyer said that her client fully ......... the
consequences of her actions and was prepared to
go to jail for them.

4N . i the consequences of smoking at
your peril. I'd give it up now if | were you.

5. The peace process has broken down again. | think
the wholeworld ......... the consequences of
another war.

6. | can see now that it was a mistake to let people
just turn up without letting us know in advance.
Nt = s what the consequences would be.

Go back and underline the verb collocations.

2 Common adjective collocations

Complete the sentences with these adjectives:
indirect far-reaching

tragic

disastrous
inevitable

|. Europeans introduced the rabbit to Australia with
............ consequences. Their numbers grew
very quickly and they became a huge problem to
farmers.

2. Following the death of 5-year-old Michael Richards
last weekend, the police have reminded parents of
the potentially ............ consequences of
allowing children to light fireworks without adult
supervision.

3. The government’s investment in road building will
have some ........... .. consequences. For
example, fewer goods will be moved by rail.

4. The sharp rise in oil prices in the 1970’s had
............ consequences. The whole world was
affected by it in one way or another.

5. Huge traffic jams in the city centre were the
............ consequence of the rail strike.
Everyone took their cars to work and jammed up
the roads.

Now choose the best answer in the following:

6. Unfortunately, there were a number of ...........
consequences which nobody could have
predicted. (unforeseen / invisible)

7. Historians say that it is too early to assess the
............ consequences of the collapse of the
Soviet Union. (long-term [ short-term)

8. Themost ............ consequences of raising
income tax is that the government will lose the
next election! (likely / unlkely)

N

-

“Suffering the consequences!”

Notes

. In 2-1 dire is also possible and in 2-2 fatal can also be
used.

2. Note the following expression:
Scientists report that most of the fish population was
killed as a consequence of the oil spill
We need to compensate those people who are suffering
and dying as a consequence of working with asbestos.

3. Note the use of the verbs face, take, and accept:
These pilots must now face the consequences of their
actions and be brought to trial.

As a manager, you have to be prepared to accept the
consequences of your decisions.

My boss was responsible for the mess, but | had to take
the consequences!

4. Note this useful expression:

Global warming will have disastrous consequences for
millions of people living near the coast

5. If something is ‘of little consequence’, it is of no
importance.
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cost
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Use the correct form of these verbs:

2

calculate claim back cover
depend on cut spread

. When we had the idea of making a video, we

thought we would make a lot of money, but, in the
end, we didnteven ........ our costs.

Cheap labour from abroad is being used to keep
costs down. A number of factories have also been
closed in an attempt to ........ COStS.

. The cost of repairing the damage caused by the

storms has been ............ at over £20 million.

. Whether or not we go on holiday to New

Zealand will ... ...... the cost of the flights.

| paid for my hotel with my own credit card, but
I'mableto........ the cost of it ...... on
expenses.

. Why not pay monthly and ........ the cost of

your house insurance over the year!

Common adjective collocations

Complete the sentences with these expressions:

38

average cost full cost

at no extra cost estimated cost
high cost increased costs
running costs the cost is negligibl

. When you buy a new computer, you usually get a

bundle of software included ................ ;

. The final cost of the new opera house is likely to

be in the region of £50 million. This means that
o | RO P has more than doubled!

. Higher tax on fuel means ................ for the

ordinary motorist.

. The main drawback of the flat in the town centre

B o i a2 . We simply can't afford it.

. I'm afraid that the owners of the flats will have to

BeAr-the ... oimiien of the roof repairs. No
subsidies or grants are available.

| think our next car’ll be a diesel.The ............
are far lower than a petrol car.

W s i oo e of a new house in the UK
last year was £80,000.

Don’t worry about ringing abroad at this time of
the evening. It really isnt very much. ............

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

3 Noun + of + cost

Complete the sentences with these nouns:

breakdown details grounds idea
. Canyougivemean...,........ of the cost of the
repairs?

g
2. The bill will be £400. Here's a detailed ...........
of the costs.

3. The plan to build a new national stadium had to
be abandonedon............ of cost.

4. The government has cleverly avoided disclosing
T G of the financial cost of the war.

4 Expressions with cost + of
Complete the sentences below with the following:

borrowing damage health care
living postage

I. It will be £30.45 if you add in the costof .........
and packaging.

in an attempt to get the economy moving again.

3. The high costof .......... in New York means
I'm going to have to come back to the UK.

4. | believe that everyone should pay something
towards the cost of theirown .......... :

5. People are still clearing away the debris in the
streets and trying to assess the cost of the .......
caused by the tornado.

Go back and underline the expressions with
cost of.

Notes

|. In |-3 ‘estimated’ is also possible.

2. If the cost of something is ‘immaterial’, you don't
care how much it is.

3. Notice these two expressions with similar meanings:
He’s determined to win at all costs / whatever the cost.

4. Notice the following expressions:
He drank heavily for most of his adult life at considerable
cost to his health.
The trip to the theatre works out at a cost of £25 per
head. -

5. Cost also means ‘effort’ or ‘loss”:
We won the war, but the cost in human life was huge.
She’s not a very nice person — as | know to my cost!
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crowd

Verb + crowd

Use the correct form of these verbs:

2

. Soldiers fired rubber bullets in order to

. During the match, plain-clothes police

control
mingle with

avoid
disperse

attract
disappear into

----------

the crowd of protesters who were threatening to
storm the embassy.

. Every week Manchester Umted draw huge

crowds. Their last match .......... a record

crowd of over 60,000.

. One minute Lily was by our side. The next minute

she was gone.We searched and searched, but she
had just ............. the crowd. She was
nowhere to be seen.

| want to get into town early on Saturday to
.......... the crowds. Shall we meet at 9!

the crowd to try to identify the main trouble-
makers.

. The police had brought horses and water cannon

.......... the crowd, but they weren't needed
as everyone was very well-behaved.

Verb expressions

Underline the verbs that collocate with crowd in
the sentences below.

A large crowd had gathered around the scene of
the accident, making it difficult for the ambulance
to get through.

. When the army opened fire, the crowd of

protesters scattered. People ran in all directions.

. Soon after the announcement of the King's death,

a crowd began to collect outside the palace.

. len minutes before full-time, the crowd had

thinned and the stadium was half-empty.

. The crowd started to lose interest in the

speeches and began to drift away.

An excited crowd had congregated around the
entrance to the cinema, hoping to catch a glimpse
of Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman.

Which verbs describe the appearance and which
describe the disappearance of a crowd?

appear:
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3

Adjective + crowd

Use the following adjectives in these sentences:

. The Cup Final was watched by a

assembled
capacity

cheering
well-behaved

angry
panic-stricken

. The President was welcomed enthusiastically by

.......... crowds, chanting ‘Long live the
President’.

. The accused man was jostled and shoved by an

.......... crowd as he left the court. His victims
had all been young children.

. The bishop mounted the platform and began to

speak tothe .......... crowd. Many had been
waiting for hours to hear him.

Police said that the crowd at yesterday's match
were very good-humoured and .......... . This
was in sharp contrast to the unruly crowd that
had caused so much trouble at the previous
match.

. Ten people lost their lives in a fire in a night-club

last night. They were trampled to death as the
.......... crowd tried to escape.

There wasn’t an empty seat in the stadium.

Go back and underline the complete expression
in each sentence.

. Note the following

Notes

. If you 'stand out fmm the crowd’, you are different in
some way.

With herbngfnpinksna: undhar,the Queenstaodnut
from the cmwd around h&r

. If you are ‘one of th& tmwd‘ you are |ust like

everyone else.
Now that I've left the hanct | just want to lead a quiet life
and be one of the crowd.

‘ Bxamplm
When Robbie Wdhﬂﬁ aﬁpmmd on stage, the crowd
wentmid i o

.....

. Note the verbs whith can failnw ‘crowd’:

The crowd just melted into the side streets.
The crowd poured out ﬂf‘ the football ground.
The crowd roared its ﬂpprﬁval

The crowd cheered / booed / hissed / jeered
The mw lined the streets, wwng flags.

Key Words for Fluency — Upper Intermediate







date

| Verb + date
Use the correct form of these verbs:

bring forward confirm delay
fix change make
I. We don't have a date for our next meeting. We
LT [V e one before we all leave today.
2.Canwe ............ the date of our AGM? We

said May |6th. Is that still all right with everyone!

3. The date of the wedding hadtobe ............
six months when Di discovered she was pregnant.

4. A series of strikes by construction workers has
........... the opening date of the new airport by
six weeks.

5. Sorrywehadto........... the date of the
meeting. So many of us couldn’t make the |4th
that we really had no choice.

6. We both like opera so why dontwe ........... a
date to go and see La Traviata one day next week!

2 Common adjective collocations
Complete the sentences below with the following:

completion earliest possible
expiry later

particular sell-by

closing firm

|. I'm afraid I'm tied up all next week.The ..........
.......... date | can make is the second of July.

2. It's important that you keep an eye on the .......
date of your credit cards.

3. Retain this receipt, since you may need it at a
.......... date if you need to return the goods.

4. The building company will have to pay
compensation if the work continues beyond the
agreed .......... date.

5. You'd better hurry up! The .......... date for
entries to the competition is the 4th of August.

6. Never eat food which has passedits ..........
date.

7. We're still not able to giveyoua .......... date
for the meeting. We've still got to contact half the
committee.

8. | bought an open ticket because | didn’t want to
tie myself down to coming backona..........
date.

Go back and underline the adjective collocations.

3 Date + preposition + noun

Complete the sentences with these nouns:

applications birth
manufacture  meeting

general election
wedding

|. Make sure you fill in your name, address and date
O a5 e :

2. In Britain, the party in power has the right to
choose the date of thenext .................. .

3. We're thinking of the end of June, but we haven't

set a specific date forthe ............ yet.

4. The closing datefor .......... is May 31st.

5. The date of our next .......... has been changed,
hasn't it?

6. What'’s the exact dateof .......... of your car?

“Of course | know the exact date of manufacture!
The real question is why do YOU want to know!”

Notes

|. In I-| arrange, decide on and set are also possible.
In 2-3 future is also possible.

2. Note the expressions up-to-date and out-of-date:
Our monthly newsletter will keep you up-to-date with oll
the latest developments.
The information in the brochure is hopelessly out-of-date.

3. Note these common expressions:
This is the best machine we have produced to date.

What’s today’s date?
There’s been a mix-up over the dates of the conference.

4. A ‘date’ can also mean a romantic meeting:
Can | speak to Marie, please?.
> I'm afraid she’s out on a date with her new friend.

5. lf you go out on ‘a blind date’, it is with somebody
you have not met before:
| can’t believe you went on a blind date!
> Neither can |, but he turned out to be really nice!

—d
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| Verb + decision
Use the correct form of these verbs:
influence justify
abide by reverse
I. Nobody knows how the headmaster can .........

his decision to spend £3,000 on computers when
there is an acute shortage of books in the school.

2. Our boss is a very honest and fair man. No
matter what you say or what you offer him, you
willnot ........... his decision in any way.

3. All competitors must ........... the judges’
decision. No appeals will be allowed.

4. I'm sorry,butwe cant............ our decision
without having another board meeting. The next
one isn't for four months.

face regret
question put off
B FABHE cvivocenin my decision to leave school at |6.

| think it was the right choice for me at the time.

6. They've decided to wait a few years before having
children. | hope they realise that they can't
........... the decision indefinitely!

7. Newchester United have lost their last four games
and lots of us are beginning to
manager’s decision to leave the team’s star player
out of the team.

8. Now that you've been promoted, you'll ..........
difficult decisions on a daily basis. Good luck!

2 Useful expressions
Match the two halves to make sentences:

|. Don't try to force me to choose. | refuse to be
hurried

2. Mike’s so annoying. He always leaves important
decisions to

3. | hope I've made

4. There may come a time when you'll regret

5. I'm not altogether happy about the decision, but

a. | think | can live with it.

b. into a decision.

c. the last possible moment.

d. that decision.

e. the right decision.

Go back and underline all the collocations with
decision.

decision

3 Common adjective collocations
Complete the sentences with these adjectives:
informed

tough

|. In order tomakean.......... decision about
which course to take, you should read the college

prospectus. It contains facts and details for every
course that the college runs.

Joint
wise

2. Both candidates are ideal for the job. There’s so
little to choose between them that it's going to be
B decision to reach.

3. Just look at that rain! | think our decision not to
go to the beach today was a

4. | heard your wife wasn't keen on moving house.

>That'’s just not true! ltwasa.......... decision.
final courageous
rash controversial

5. My father warned me against making ..........
decisions. He advised me to take plenty of time to
think things over.

6. After many hours of heated discussion the
government arrived at the .......... decision to
bring back the death penalty for murder.

7. Beatrice Wzylo, the famous actress, took the
.......... decision to tell the world about her
addiction to sleeping pills.

8 Asyet,no...... ....decision has been taken
about the future of the company, but we're all
afraid it may have to close.

Which three verbs in the sentences above can
replace make in ‘make a decision’?

Notes
I. In [-3 ‘abide by a decision’ is a very formal

expression. In speech you might use ‘stick to":
So, are you sticking to your decision not to come?

2. In 3-5 you can also say a ‘snap decision’.

3. There a number of ;_diectives used to talk about
important decisions:
This is a crucial decision.
| hope you realise this decision is irreversible. There’s no
going back now!
This is @ momentous decision in the history of our nation.
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description

Verb + description

Use the correct form of these verbs:

2

contain defy fit

give issue write

. It had been a clear night. The girl saw her attacker

clearly, so she was ableto ........ the police an
pretty accurate description of him.

. No words could describe the beauty of the

scenery. lt........ description.

. Police have ........ a description of a man they

wish to question in connection with a fatal
accident in the city centre.

. A DO sy e the description of the missing child,

was seen walking along the riverbank just before
midnight last night.

;e a short description of your home town.

. Tonight's documentary on new medicines is not

suitable for childrenasit........ a shocking
description of animals being used to test drugs.

Common adjective collocations

Complete the sentences with these adjectives:

brief

vivid

detailed
accurate

apt

vague

. A member of the public has come forward with a

fuland .......... description of the men who
robbed the post office. The police are now
confident that they will catch the robbers.

Her description of the scenerywasso..........
that when | closed my eyes | could see snow-
covered mountains clearly in my mind.

. 'Like a fish out of water isan..........

description of how | felt at the party. | felt so
awkward and uncomfortable.

. What can you say in 50 words? The ..........

description on the back cover of the book is
only intended to give you a quick idea of what the
book is about.

. If the police asked you to give a description of

someone you met 2 months ago,how ..........
would it be?

. Weonlyhadavery.......... description of

Thupten, but we had no trouble recognising him
as soon as he appeared through customs.

Go back and underline the adjective collocations.

46

“Yes, ‘like a fish out of water’is a very apt
description of how I'm feeling!”

Notes

l. In |-4 ‘matching’ is also possible.

2. When you apply for a job, it is normal to be given a
‘job description’.
| refused to work on Sunday as there was no mention of
working at weekends in my job description.

3. Note the following expressions:
There were planes of every description at the air show.
(of all kinds)
When the dentist hit the nerve in my tooth, the pain was
beyond description.
He’s a great writer with remarkable powers of

4. Three adjectives used to describe something in
a very special and memorable way are: graphic,
lurid, and vivid. For example:
There’s a lurid description in chapter 4 of the affair
between the young girl and the priest.
Jo gave us a vivid description of her experiences
travelling round India.
The description of what the murderer did to his victims
was graphic in the extreme!

5. A‘general description’ provides the main ideas
or facts. For example:
The internet guide only gives a general description of
Bangkok. If you want more details, you're better buying
a proper guidebook.
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difference

| Noticing differences

Match the two halves of these sentences:

|. | used margarine instead of butter, so

2. This coffee is half the price of that one and yet

3. As humans we can

4. It looks and feels exactly like a genuine five-pound
note, but I'm sure anybody with a trained eye will

5. The medical treatment he's receiving seems to be
working and

a. you can certainly see a difference. He doesn't look so
tired and he has some colour in his cheeks

b. spot the difference immediately.

| hope nobody notices the difference.

d. you really can't tell the difference. They taste almost
the same.

e. detect small differences in smell but a dog’s nose is
much more sensitive.

N

Go back and underline all the verb + difference
collocations.

2 Common adjective collocations

Use the following adjectives in these sentences:
fundamental irreconcilable no
real striking subtle

|. | couldn’t tell the two paintings apart until an
expert pointed out the very .......... differences
between them.

2. | don't think Charles and Edward will ever see
eye-to-eye on anything again. Over the years
.......... differences of opinion have developed
between them.

3. Please give generously to our charity. A donation
of just £| can makea.......... difference to the
quality of life of children in some of the poorest
countries in the world.

4. Thereare.......... differences between the
capital and the rest of the country.The rich
lifestyle of the area around the city is in sharp
contrast to the poverty of the rural areas.

5. lt makes .......... difference to me whether she
goes or stays. It doesn't really affect me.

6. The 0e 5l s difference between you and me is
that you like spending money and | like saving it!

When you have finished this exercise and the
next, go back and underline all the expressions
with difference.

3 Big differences

Match the two halves of these sentences:

|. Putting in central heating made

2. There’s a substantial difference

3. Although there were marked differences on how
to spend the money

4. There's a big difference between

5. When my brother said sorry.for what he had said
about me,

a. between the opinions of men and women on the issue
of abortion.

a world of difference to my parents’ house.

the service on the two airlines.

it made all the difference.

the finance group made a decision in a surprisingly
short time.

Go back and underline the adjective + difference
collocations.

A h

4 Difference + preposition

Complete the sentences below with a suitable

preposition:

|. There are significant differences ......... the
legal systems of England and Scotland.

2. The difference ......... price is so small it's not
worth arguing about.

3. He doesn’t earn much so the extra money will
make a big difference ......... him.

4. If you're thinking of a holiday ........ a difference,
why not try Finland!?

Notes

|. In 3-5 the expression ‘all the difference’ means that
there was a complete change:

I've decided to stay on the committee.

> Great! That'll make all the difference! We didn’t want to
lose your experience.

2. ‘Differences’ can mean ‘arguments’:

Let’s forget our differences and be friends again.

My mother asked us to settle our differences.

We've had our differences in the past, but we're friends

again.
3. Note this common question:

He’s speaking Dutch, not German! Don’t you know the
difference?
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direction

| Verb + direction

Use the correct form of these verbs:

ask for
head in

change give
look In take
|. She waved at him across the street to draw his

attention but he wasn't ............ her direction.

2. | think we're lost. Let's stopand ............
directions.

3. Which direction do you think the government

|| !

4 He............ me directions to his house, but |
got lost and had to call him on my mobile.

SR EIEWING . o o oo direction suddenly. Our

dinghy capsized and we all ended up in the water.

6. The missing child was last seen ............ the
direction of the park.

2 Common adjective collocations
Complete the sentences with these adjectives:

clear clockwise
general opposite
right same
wrong westerly

|. Excuse me. | wonder if you could point me in the
.......... direction for the railway station? I'm a
stranger here.

2. The hotel’s website provides .......... and
precise directions on how to get there. It's not
marked on most maps. It’s so isolated.

3. When the youths saw the police coming they ran

offinthe.......... direction.

4. In the northern hemisphere water escapes down
the plugholeina.......... direction.

B Continueina.......... direction for about 2

miles, until you reach a small farm, then turn right.

6. We seem to be goinginthe .......... direction.
Can | join you?
7. He disappeared offinthe .......... direction of

the pub, but I'm not really sure if that’s where he
was heading to.

8. If you're trying to get to Faversham, I'm afraid
you're goinginthe .......... direction.You must
have missed the turn-off a few miles back.

Go back and underline the adjective collocations.
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3 Quantifier + direction
Use these quantifiers in the sentences:

all both each every one

. From the top of the mountain we could see for

miles and milesin........ direction.

. British motorways usually have three lanes in

........ direction. Some have four.

. When the police arrived, the crowd scattered in

........ directions.

. He doesn’t know what to do. He's being pulled in

........ direction by his heart and in the other by
his head.

. Due to an accident, traffic is moving very slowly in

........ directions.

Notes

|. Note the following:
I'm bad at finding places. I've got no sense of dit
Like many teenagers, | had no sense of d:mcunn
life. | just didn’t know what to do with myself.

2. Note the following expressions: 5
Many believe that the decision to cut interest WE
is a step in the right direction to economic recove } li -':
| clearly need a change of direction at work. I'm b
doing the same thing every day. :

3. 'Directions’ can mean ‘written instructions’:
Don’t forget to read the directions mmm
taking the pills.

Just follow the directions on the packet and m
up with a perfect sponge cake!

4. Note this more formal expression:
This is a step in the right / wrong direction.

-----
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doubt

| Verb + doubt

Use the correct form of these verbs:

cast confirm have (x2)
raise remove

|. The latest accident on the London to Norwich
linehas ........... serious doubts about the

safety of the braking system on the new trains.

2. An order for two new ships for the navy has
........... any doubts about the shipyard’s future.

3. New evidence has emerged since the trial that
........... doubt on the guilty verdict.

o i i) | AR, doubts about taking the job in
Paris — maybe I'll just stay here where I'm
comfortable.

5. The painting didn’t look authentic. An examination
by an experthas ........... our doubts.

O s e no doubt whatsoever that William
will be a great leader and an asset to the
company.

2 Determiner + doubt
Use these words to complete the sentences:
any my no (x2)

bz B oy doubt cod liver oil is very good for
you, but | just don't like the taste of it!

some

2. Our son, Alan, is still in ........... doubt about
whether to go to university or not.

3. Give mearing if yourein........... doubt about
how to use the new software.

4. They say they'll be here by eight, but | have
........ doubts!

S. Therewas ........... doubt in my mind that he
was lying. | could tell by his shifty eyes.

3 Common expressions

Use these expressions to complete the sentences:

in doubt no doubt about ii
open to doubt without doubt
beyond all reasonable doubt

| David Beckhamis .................... one of the
most famous football players in the world today.
p A | s S L , consult your doctor

vefore continuing with this medication.
3. Whether they can finish the bridge on time is still

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

4. The prosecution’s task in a court case is to
establish a personsguilt .................... :

5. Crolla’s makes the best ice cream in town.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

4 Adjective collocations
Complete the sentences with these adjectives:

slightest Serious niggling
|. After watching Bob'’s disastrous lesson, | have
........... doubts that he'll qualify as a teacher.

Z Ihavent the .. .. .. doubt that James will
pass. He’s one of the best in the class.

3. [V8 Nal unvanaaiian doubts about Michael. | can't
put my finger on it. | just feel something isn't right.

lingering
4. Although he was found not guilty of murder, there
arestll ........... doubts about his innocence.

grave growing

5. I've been having .. ... i v doubts about taking
that job in Singapore. | think I'm too old to be
going abroad again.

6. VYVhat do you think about this plan to open up in
Scandinavia!?

F PV PGE . fuivsiiias doubts about it myself. It's a
notoriously difficult market for outsiders.

Go back and underline all the collocations in the
exercises in this unit.

r Notes
I. In 3-5 ‘litele’ is also possible.

2. Note that we can raise, voice, or express our doubts
about something:
The meeting will give you an opportunity to voice any
doubts you may have about the project.
3. Note the following expressions:
| knew without a shadow of a doubt that he was guilty.
He may not have been telling the truth, but | felt | had to
give him the benefit of the doubt
He says the building will be ready on time, but | have my
4. Note the following common expression:
Doubts have arisen over the reliability of the new
air-traffic control system.
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effort

| Verb + effort
Use the correct form of these verbs:

expend go into
make require
reward save

|. If you want to get good grades, you'd better start

........... more of an effort. As it is, you'll be
lucky to scrape a pass.

2. Learning a language as a child seems to involve no
effort at all, but learning itasanadult ... .......
a lot of time and effort.

3. Following record sales over the Christmas period,
the staff were ......... .. for their efforts with a

New Year bonus of £300.

4. I'd tackle the problem now if | were you. It'll only
take a couple of hoursand it’ll ........... you a
lot of time and effort in the long run.

5. Alotof efforthas ........... making this event a
success. I'd like to thank all of those who were
involved.

6. After ........... all that effort on training to be a
doctor, she decided that she wanted to do
something else.What a terrible waste of time!

2 Adijective + effort
Use these adjectives to complete the sentences:

concerted extra
feeble supreme
determined

|. My father is making a huge effort to stop smoking.
> Good for him! Tell him I'm also making a
........... effort to kick the habit! | haven't had a
cigarette for a week!

2. It’s not an easy book to read but it's extremely
interesting. It's well worth puttinginthe ..........
effort to understand it.

3. Jon can be so irritating. He made a............
effort to help me with the dishes. | think he dried

one plate and then went round telling people he
had done the dishes!

4. Some people can lose weight virtually overnight,
but for most people, dieting requiresa ...........
effort of will.

5. Now, for many of our guests this will be their first
time abroad, so lets all makea............ effort
to make our Russian colleagues welcome.

3 Common expressions

Match the two halves of the sentences below:

I. If we fail, it won't be for

This company has invested a great deal of

. He passed his exams with

| know it’s a long climb to the top of the hill, but
the view from the top is

Everybody on our social committee has put in
We've started a massive advertising campaign

B W N

time and effort in setting up training schemes.

well worth the effort.

in an effort to recruit more blood donors.

the minimum of effort. He's obviously very bright.
want of effort.

a great deal of effort to make the weekend a success.

™o anTo o

4 Noun + effort

Use these nouns to complete the sentences:

waste  prize relief war fund-raising
b RS 2asnn PR efforts of local people have
resulted in over £10,000 being raised for cancer

research in the past year.

e T efforts in the Congo are being
hampered by the on-going civil war.

3. People started to wear yellow badges to show
their support forthe ............ effort.

4. Theonly'. ... usaials | won at school was one for
effort. At least | tried! And that's more important
than coming first!

5. Alot of grammar studyisa............ of time
and effort. Collocation is much more useful.

Notes r.

I. Note the use of the quantifiers every and no in the ::::-]!
following common expressions: N
Every effort is being made to rectify the problem. g
We will spare no effort to find out who did this.

2. 'In an effort to’ means ‘in order to’: _ 3
We've reduced our workforce in an effort to cut costs.

3. If something is a ‘real effort’, it is very difficult: s
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EXCUSe

Verb + excuse

Use the correct form of these verbs:

have look for
make up provide with
run out of use as
I. Ithinkl've ........... excuses for not doing my

homework, so I'd better get started!
. So, why was Ted late again this morning?

excuse about his car breaking down, but nobody
believes a word he says any more.

. Football teams always blame the referee when
they lose a game, but everyone knows they only
........ him .....an excuse for their poor playing.

PSRy Lo oas no excuse for being late. It
was my own stupid fault. | slept in.

. Our son, Josh, is really lazy. He's always . ..........
an excuse to avoid doing any work around the
house.

. My father'siliness ........... ) SR an

excuse not to have to go to Mary's leaving party.
| was glad to see her go!

2 Common adjective collocations

Use these adjectives to complete the sentences:

convenient guod
old poor
. No, he didn’t come and help us after promising to.

He gave some ......... excuse about falling asleep

in front of the TV and expected us to believe it.
. Dad will be absolutely furious! We'll have to think

up apretty......... excuse for staying out so
late.
. He's always making the same ......... excuse for

not finishing his work on time. I'm becoming sick
and tired of listening to them. Can't we just fire
him!?

. Fortunately,l havea .......... excuse for missing
the meeting. My son’s been taken ill at school and
I've got to take him home.

We use a number of verbs for providing excuses.
Find the four in the sentences above:

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

----------------------------------

3 Poor excuses

We use a number of words to describe poor
excuses. Underline them in the sentences below:

7 A

. You missed the bus! That's a lame excuse — you

should have left the house a bit earlier.

I'm afraid | can’t come — I've got to go home and

feed my dog.
> Oh, come on, that's a pathetic excuse!

. He said he couldn'’t play because he had hurt his

finger. What a feeble excuse!

. You won't come out with me because you're

planning to wash your hair! That's not much of an
excuse!

“He’s always making up excuses to get
out of doing any housework!”

Notes

|. Note the following expressions:
There’s no excuse for that kind of behaviour. The guilty
players should be thrown out of the team. -
She only needs the slightest excuse to go shopping.
Don’t encourage her!
I'm tired of listening to your excuses.

2. Notice the structures that can follow excuse:
It’s just an excuse to do nothing.
It was just an excuse for doing nothing.

3. Note this common question:

So what's your excuse?

4. Note this common structure:

There’s no excuse for what he did.
There’s no excuse for such rudeness.
There’s no excuse for arriving late.
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