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To the student 

Dear Student 

Words have friends! 
A lot of students think that learning vocabulary is just learning more new words. However, it is not enough 
to know only a word and its meaning. You also need to know what other words it combines with to make 
natural expressions in English. Words have friends, and you need to know who they are! We call this 
relationship between words 'collocation'. This is a very important part of learning vocabulary. 

Key words 
This book practises the collocations of 270 of the most usefu l words in English. These 'key words' are the 
nouns we use to talk about particular topics. For example, nouns like cloud, rain, snow, wind and fog are key 
words if you want to talk about the weather. 

How is the book organised? 
This book is organised around topics, and divided into 22 sections. Each section consists of a number of key 
words. For each key word there is a box which lists its most common collocations. This is fo llowed by 
exercises which help you to notice and practise the collocations of that key word in natural expressions and 
sentences. At the end of each section there is a test page. 

How to use this book 
There is simply not enough time to learn all these collocations in class, so this book is designed for self­
study, and will help you to develop your vocabulary quickly and independently. 

If you do one unit of this book every day, in under a year you will have learned over 2,500 expressions. That 
will make an enormous difference to your English! 

This book can also help you with your work in class. For example, if the topic in your coursebook is about 
travel, then it would be a good idea to look at Section 7,Transport. 

Lastly, collocation practice is one of the best ways to prepare for the PET and similar examinations, 
especially for the speaking and writing sections. 

Keep this book! 
This is a book for life. When you have completed the exercises, it becomes your personal vocabulary 
reference book - a resource book that you can return to again and again. 

George Woolard 

Edinburgh 2005 
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Before you begin 
I. What are key words? 
'Key words' are t he most common and most useful words in English. They are the most important words to 
learn. The main reason they are important is because they can combine with lots of other words in short 
expressions. We cal l these expressions ·col locations'. 

2. What are collocations? 
Collocation is 'the grammar of words' - how words go together with other words. Collocation tells us 
which words can come before or after other words. Here are some examples from t his book: 

• ve rbs with sun 
The sun rises, comes up, comes out, shines, sets, then goes down. 

• adjectives with road 
Roads can be clear or busy; they can be wide or narrow; they can be icy; they can be main roads. 

• verbs w ith bottle 
You can shake a bottle, then open it. You can pass a bottle to someone. You can recycle bottles. 

• prepositions wit h phone 
If you are making a phone call, you are on the phone. If you have an argument on the phone, you 
might put the phone down on someone - stop the call suddenly. 
These are just a few of the coll ocations you wi ll learn in this book. 

3. Why are al l the key words in this book nouns? 
Nouns are the most important words we know. All the other parts of speech - adjectives, pronouns, 
adverbs, ve rbs , and prepositions - are important too, but they don't tell us as much as nouns do. Nouns tell 
us WHAT we are talking about: 

a language 
Verbs then tell us what we can do with a language: 

learn it, acquire it, speak it or translate it. 
Adjectives can then tell us what kind of language: 

our first language, a fo reign language, body language, bad language. 
But the most important point is to start with ideas or things which we express with nouns. 
If you are having a meal and you would like the salt, you could simply say: 

salt 
Everybody knows that you want the salt. So you could have said: 

the salt 
o r the salt, please 
or pass the salt, please 
or Could you pass the salt, please? 

We know that the last sentence is the best way of saying what we want. If we had said: 
Could you pass the X, please? 

nobody would know what we wanted! In this situation, the noun 'salt' carries 99% of our meaning. 
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4. Why is it important to learn the collocations of the most important nouns? 
If we know 100 of the most important nouns, and we learn 10 verbs or adjectives which can go with them, 
we will then know 1,000 expressions. Every time we learn 100 nouns with 10 collocations of each, we add 
another 1.000 expressions to our vocabulary. Quite simply, learning to use more words along with the 
words we already know is the most useful way to expand our English. If you study all three books in this 
Key Words for Fluency series. you will learn over 10,000 expressions. 

5. Who chose the words in this book? 
These words chose themselves! In all the modern databases of English, the key words in this book are 
among the most commonly used. The best way for you to improve your English is to learn the most 
common collocations of these most common words. This pre-intermediate book contains around 10 
collocations of around 270 of the most useful words at this level. That means you will practise over 2,500 
useful expressions if you study this book. Dictionaries contain thousands of words and expressions, but they 
cannot tell you which ones to learn or how to use them. The 2,500 expressions in this book will help you 
to improve and become intermediate. 

6. Why is this book called Key Words for Fluency? 
Fluency is the ability to speak naturally, listen effiCiently. read quickly. and write well. What does this mean? 

I. Speaking naturally means NOT making everything up one word at a time, but speaking in 
whole expressions at normal speed. 

2. Listening efficiently means understanding people at the speed at which they speak. This means 
that when you hear the first word of an expression or the first few words of a sentence, you 
know how it 
is going to end. 

3. Reading quickly means that your eye is ahead of your brain! You are able to predict what the 
author has written. 

4. Good writing is writing which expresses exactly what you want to say in natural ways which 
the reader will immediately understand. 

All those skills depend on having a large store of words and expressions which you don't need to think 
about or construct every time you use English. The more collocations you know, the less you need to think! 
And the more fluent your English becomes. 

7. Test yourself! 
Here are eight common situations from this book. You should be able to guess the missing words 
immediately. 

I. Do you like your tea strong or do you prefer it ...................................................... ? 
The answer is 'weak'. A person can be strong or weak. Did you know that tea or coffee can also be strong 
or weak? 

2. I prefer my eggs scrambled. I don 't really like ............................................................. eggs. 
The answer could be 'fried' or 'boiled' or 'poached'. 

3. If you hurt your wrist badly, but it isn 't broken, you ........................................................ it. 
'Sprain'is usualfy used with 'wrist' or 'ankle'. You can't 'sprain your leg or 'sprain your arm'. This is the kind of 
thing you just have to learn. 
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4. If you have a cold, you usually have to .. . ..... your nose quite a lot! 
Th e answer is 'blow'. 

5. If you want to keep your wallet safe when you're outside, don 't keep it in your back pocket. Keep 
it in an .......... pocket. 
Th e answer is an 'inside' pocket That way, it ;s more difficult to steal. 

6. If you are a child and your parents are dead, you are often brought up by .......... parents. 
Th e answer ;s ,(oster' parents. Foster parents look after children. Some then 'adopt' the child as their own. 

7. If you stay away from school, you play .......... from school. 
The answer is 'truant'. You 'play truant from school'. You are then 'a truant'. 

8. If you don't know someone's telephone number, you can look it up in the telephone .... 
The answer is 'directory'. Some people also talk about the phone book. 

9. If you give someone fl owers. we say you give them a .......... of flowers. 
Th e answer is 'bunch '. We also say a 'bunch of keys', and a 'bunch of bananas'. 

I O.lf you want to borrow a newspaper, you say, 'Do you have a 
Th e answer ;s 'copy'. 

...... of yesterday'S newspaper?' 

Finally 

I hope that these 10 examples help you understand why noticing and learn ing collocation is so 
important 

8 

The more collocations you know and can use, the more fluently you will be able to 
speak. It means you won't have to make up everything new all the t ime - you can 
just remember whole expressions. 
The more collocations you know, the easier it will be to understand people who 
speak quickly - particularly native speakers. 
The more collocations you know, the easier it will be to read because you won't 
have to read every word. 
The more collocations you know, the easier it will be to write well and accurately. 
You won't need to translate from your own language into English as much. 
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2. Common expressions 
Match the halves: 
I. The lift was broken. so we had to walk up 
2. I was out of breath when I reached 
3. She picked up the chi ld and carried him 
4. My bags were heavy. so I left them 

room 
Verb + room 
share a room 
tidy your room 
let out rooms 
Common expressions 
a bright room 
a comfortable room 

a. at the bottom of the stairs. 
b. up the stairs. 
c. the top of the stairs. 
d. four flights of stairs. 

a t idy I an untidy room 
a single I twin I double room 
the spare room 
the next room 
the room is crowded 
the room is locked 
a waiting room (at t he station or hospital) 

I. Verb + room 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 
I. Brian promised that he would ............. his room, but he left it in a mess as usual. 
2. I used to ...................................... a room with my sister when I was young. 
3. My aunt has a very large house. She ............. out one of the rooms to a student. 

2. Common expressions 

Notes 

Match the halves: 
I. If Anne decides to stay the night, 
2. My sister's room is always tidy, 
3. I'd like to book a double room 
4. At the party the sitting room was so crowded, 
S. We' ll need to find someone with a key. 
6. The kitchen is a very bright room. 
7. I could clearly hear the television 
8. The seats in the waiting room 

I. Note these different types of room: 
the bedroom 
the living room I the sitting room 
the dining room 
the bathroom 

2. Note these expressions: 

a. The room's locked. 
b. in the next room. 
c. she can sleep in the spare room. 
d. but mine is always in a mess. 
e. there was nowhere to sit. 
f. It gets the sun most of the day. 
g. were hard and very uncomfortable. 
h. with a balcony and a sea view, please. 

Their living room has a wonderful view. It looks onto the lake and you can see the mountains in the distance. 
Our living room overlooks the park. 
Have you seen the film or read the book, A Room with a View? 

3. Note the prepositions in these expressions: 
I looked around the room, but I couldn't see her. 
She was standing across the room from me. (on the other side of the room) 
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floor 
Verb + floor 
mop the floor 
sweep the floor 
scrub the floor 
cover the floor (with carpets) 

Common expressions 
lie on the floor 
sleep on the floor 
slip on the (wet) floor 
pile (books) on the floor 
spill (coffee) on the floor 

I. Verb + floor 
Complete the sentences with the correa form of the above verbs: 

I. She picked up a brush and .. the floor. 
2. Keep out of the kitchen for fifteen minutes. I've just finished ......... the floor. 
3. We ........... the floor with newspapers before we started painting the ceiling. 
4. I got down on my hands and knees and ........... the floor clean. 

2. Common expressions 

Notes 

Match the halves: 

I. The bank robbers ordered everybody 
2. Do you have a cloth? 
3. We took the books down from the shelf and 
4. There weren't enough beds, so some people 
S. Be careful you don't slip on the wet floor. 

a. I've JUSt spilt some tea on the floor. 
b. piled them on the floor. 
c. I've just mopped it. 
d. to lie on the floor. 
e. had to sleep on the floor. 

I. In the UK. we talk about the ground I first I second noor of a building: 
The canteen is on the ground poor of the bUilding. 
I hope you like climbing stairs. My office is on the top floor. 

2. If you drop something. it falls on the noor: 
Excuse me, your wallet has fallen on the noor. 

3. If you drop something outside, it falls on the ground. 

carpet 
--------------------

Verb + carpet 
hoover the carpet lay a carpet ruin a carpet a carpet wears 

Verb + carpet 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. They're coming this morning to ........... the new carpet in the living room. 
2. I ........... the carpet in the living room when I dropped a tin of paint on it. 
3. The bedroom carpet is starting to ........... in places. We'll need to replace it soon. 
4. Colin, if I clear up all the rubbish, would you ........... the carpets? 

Notes I. Notice this expression: 
I swept the dirt under the carpet when my mother wasn't looking. 

2. You clean a carpet with a vacuum cleaner, sometimes called a hoover: 
How do you expect me to hoover the carpets with this ancient hoover? It must be 30 years old! 
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wall 
Common expressions 
paint a wall 
a thick I thin wall 
an outside wall 
drill a hole in a wall 
(the garden) is surrounded by a wall 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 

I. I've decided to paint 
2. The house is surrounded by 

3. Before you start, you'll need to drill 
4. We can hear our neighbour's television 
5. I pushed the bookcase back 
6. The outside walls of traditional Greek houses 
7. Posters of football stars 

cover a wall with (pictures) 
a high I low wall 
hang a (painting) on the wall 
push (a chair) against the wall 

a. a very high brick wall. 
b. through the thin walls of our flat. 
c. on the living room walls. 
d. are usually painted white. 
e. some holes in the wall. 
f. against the living room wall. 
g. the walls of my bedroom pink. 

8. We hung some pictures of wild animals h. covered the walls of our son's bedroom. 
Note You can also stick something on a woll or pin something to a wall: 

He stuck a picture of his cat on the wall above his bed. 
There were some photographs (rom their holiday pinned to the wall. 

ceiling 
Common expressions 
touch the ceiling 
a (light) hangs from the cei ling 

stare at the ceiling 
a high I low ceiling 

Common expressions 

Note 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the 
above adjectives and verbs: 
I. The cei ling was so low I could ... it without 

standing on a chair. 
2. The hotel rooms were pleasantly cool with large 

windows and. ............... ceilings. 
3. I didn't get up. I just lay on my bed and .......... 

at the ceil ing. 
4. It was a bare room with only a single light bulb 

.. from the ceiling. 

Note these expressions: 
Water was dripping from the ceiling. 
There was a large spider on the ceiling above my bed. 

Key Words for Fluency - Pre·intermediate 
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door 
Verb + door 
open the door 
close I shut the door 
slam the door 
lock the door 
knock on the door 
break down the door 

Common expressions 
hold the door open 
the door leads to the (kitchen) 
enter by the (front) door 
stand outside a door 
There's someone at the door. 

I. Verb + door 
Complete the sentences with the correct (orm of the above verbs: 

I. . ...... the door quietly behind you when you leave. Try not to .......... it. 
2. I always .......... on my son's bedroom door before going into his room. 
3. The firemen had to .......... down the front door of the flat to get in. 
4. Remember to .......... the front door before you go to bed. 

2. Common expressions: 
Match the halves: 
I. The burglars entered by a. and the other one opens onto the balcony. 
2. There's someone at the door. b. while I bring this chair in? 
3. This door leads to the dining room, c. Could you see who it is? 
4. He was standing outside the door d. the back door. 
S. Can you hold the door open for me e. of the bank, waiting for it to open. 

Note Note these expressions with 'door handle': 
I turned the door handle and pushed the door open. 
My jacket caught on the door handle as I was leaving the roam. 

light 
Common expressions 
a light bulb 
switch the light on I off 
leave the light on 
the light comes on 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 
I. I switched on the light by my bed 
2. Don't forget to switch the lights off 
3. The street lights come on 
4. You left the light on in the bathroom 
S. He must be in. 
6. It was so dark that I couldn't find 
7. I had to stand on a chair to change 

a light switch 
switch off the light 
the light is on I off 
the light goes out 

a. at about 7 o'clock at th is time of year. 
b. The light in his room is still on. 
e. the light bulb. 
d. when you go out. 
e. and read for about an hour. 
f. all night again! 
g. the light switch. 
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window 
Ver b + window 
open I close a window 
break a window 
dean the windows 
the windows steam up 

I. Verb + window 

Common expressions 
look through a window 
the view from the window 
the sun shines through the window 
see (your) reflection in the window 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. I was locked out of the house, so [ had to ............ a window to get in. 
2. I hate .... the windows. I always pay somebody to do them for me. 
3. It's quite hot in here. Do you mind if I ............................ a window? 

4. The windows in the kitchen always .................. up when I'm cooking. 
It's impossible to see through them. 

2. Common expressions: Match the halves: 
I. We have a lovely view of the mountains 
2. As I was passing the shop I saw 
3. The early morning sun was shining th rough 
4. I looked through all the windows of the house, 

a. the kitchen w indow. 
b. but there was nobody at home. 
c. from our bedroom window. 
d. my reflection in the window. I looked old! 

heating 
Verb + heating 

"There's a lovely view (rom the window." 

turn the heating on I off 
install central heating 

set the heating to come on at 5 and go off at 9 
a (house) has heating 

the heating can break down repair the central heating 

Verb + heating 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 
I. We're getting central heating ............. next week. We're having two radiators in the living 

room, and one in each of the other rooms. 
2. The heating ............. down two days ago. We're still waiting for an engineer to come and 

.......................................................................................................... it. 
3. What kind of heating does your flat . . ............................ ? Mine only has electric fires. 
4. It won't take long for the room to warm up once we .......................... the heating on. 
5. The heating is set to ..................................... on at 6am and go off around 12 noon. 
6. We usually ........................................... off our heating during the summer months. 
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Section 2 

Rooms and furniture 

tab le 18 
drawer 18 
chair 19 
mirror 19 
bed 20 
sheet 21 
blanket 21 
pillow 21 
mattress 21 
wardrobe 21 
alarm 21 
curt ains 21 
bath 22 
shower 22 
towel 23 
to il et 23 

test 2 24 
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table 
Verb + table (at home) 
sit at a table 
leave the table 
lay I set the table 
clear the table 

Verb + table 
(in a restaurant) 
book a table 
manage to get a table 
be shown to your table 

Common expressions 
reach across the table 
sit round the table 
set a place at the table 
a coffee table 

I. Verb + table 
Complete the sentences with the correct (orm of the above verbs: 

I. Roberta, would you ........... the table wh ile I cook breakfast? The knives and forks are in 
the drawer next to the fridge. 

2. My father always ........... at the top of the table when we're eating. 
3. Yuan, could you ........ . .. the table and put the dirty dishes in the sink. I'll wash them later. 
4. W hen I was a child, we had to ask permission before we could ........... the dinner table. 
S. We were lucky to . . ... a table. The restaurant was really busy when we got there. 
6. W hen we arrived at the restaurant, we were ......... . . to our table by the head waiter. 
7. Hello. Is that the Golden Lotus? I·d like to ........... a table for four, please. Around 8.30' 

2. Common expressions 

Notes 

Complete the sentences with the correct preposition: 

I. I've set a place for you ........... the table. You're sitting next to Michael. 
2. We' ll eas ily get eight people ...... the dining table for Christmas dinner. 
3. I accidenta lly knocked over a glass of wine while I was reaching ........... the table to get 

the salt. 
I. Here are different kinds of table: 

kitchen table dinner toble side table coffee table dining table 
2. You play pool on a pool table, and billiards on a billiard table. 

drawer 
Common expressions 
open a drawer 
lock a drawer 
at the back of the drawer 

look in a drawer 
the top / bottom drawer 
the drawer is stiff 

folding table 

Common expressions 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of a word from the above expressions: 

I. I've ........... in all the drawers in the house, but I can't find my passport anywhere. 
2. We keep the scissors in the ........... drawer where our son can't reach them. 
3. I'm having trouble opening this drawer - it's very. . . . . . Can you try? 
4. My mother fina lly found her wedding ring at the ........... of a drawer in her bedroom. 
5. He ......... . . the drawer of his desk and took out some writing paper. 
6. I'd love to read my sister's diary, but she keeps it in a drawer in her room, which she 

always ........... when she goes out. 
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chair 
Common expressions 
sit in a chair 
lean back in your chair 
push back your chai r 

Common expressions 

get up from your chair 
falloff your chair 
flop into a chai r 

Complete the verb phrases with the correct preposition: 
I. I put my feet up on the desk, leaned ............................ in my chair and tried to relax. 
2. I don't know what's wrong with him! He just got up .............. his chair and left without 

saying a word! 
3. It was no accident. He fell ..................................... his chair because he was drunk! 
4. At the end of the meal he pushed .................... his chair and got up to make a speech. 
5. When I arrived my grandfather was sitting ..................... his favo urite chair by the fire . 
6. I was so tired after work, I just dropped my bags and flopped ............. the nearest chair. 

"/ just popped into 0 chair!" 

mIrror 
Verb + mirror 
look in the mirror 
stand in front of the mirror 
break a mirror 

Verb I adjective + mirror 
Match the halves: 
I. There's a full- length mirror behind 
2 They say you get 7 years' bad luck 
3. There's a large mirror, 
4. She never leaves the house without 
5. I find it difficult to shave 
6. When I looked in the mirror, 
7. Rob was standing in front of a mirror, 

Note Note these types of car mirror: 

"I just leaned back and put my feet up!" 

Adjective + mirror 
a full-length mirror 
a large I small mirror 
the bathroom mirror 
t he hall mirror 

a. when the bathroom mirror is all steamed up. 
b. trying on a new suit, when I last saw him. 
c. looking at herself in the hall mirror. 
d. if you break a mirror. 
e. I noticed a small spot on the tip of my nose. 
f. the door of the wardrobe in the bedroom. 
g. hanging above the fireplace in the li vi ng room. 

/ adjusted the side mirrors. then glanced in the rear-view mirror to see if anyone was behind me. 
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sheet, blanket, pillow, mattress, 
wardrobe, alarm, curtains 

Expressions with sheet 
change the sheets 
clean I dirty sheets 
Expressions with blanket 
an extra blanket 
a warm blanket 
Expressions with pillow 
prop (yourself) up with a pillow 
cry into your pillow 
Expressions with mattress 
sleep on a firm mattress 
It's a very hard I soft mattress. 

Expressions with wardrobe 
open I close the wardrobe 
hang (your shirts) in the wardrobe 
a fitted wardrobe 
Expressions with alarm 
set the alarm (for 7 o'clock) 
the alarm goes off I rings 
hear the alarm 
Expressions with curtains 
open I close the curtains 
draw the curtains 

I. Verb and adjective collocations 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs or adjectives: 
I. I ......................... the wardrobe. chose a shirt, then tried to decide 

what tie to wear with it. 
2. It was colder than usual, so I put an ........................... blanket on 

my bed. 
3. My mother always .......................... the sheets on our beds on a 

Sunday because Monday is her washing day. 
4. I ........... the alarm fo r seven, but it didn 't. .................................... 

That's why I was late for work. 
5. Jack and Sue want to stay over on Saturday night. Could you put 

some .............................. sheets on the bed in the spare room? 
6. The first thing I do when I get out of bed in the morning is to 

............................. the curtains, and see what the weather's like. 
7. All the bedrooms in our new flat have ....................... wardrobes, 

so there's plenty of storage space for our clothes. "/'II just draw the curtains." 

2. Preposition focus 

Notes 

Complete the sentences with the corred preposition: 
I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

I. 

Can you hang these trousers ............. the wardrobe please? 
I prefer to sleep ............. a firm mattress. If it's too soft, I find it gives me a sore back. 
I propped myself up ............. a couple of pillows, so that 1 could read comfortably in bed. 
When I went into her room, Farah was crying... . her pillow. She was obviously still 
upset about splitting up from her boyfriend. 

Note these expressions: 
I was so tired last night I was asleep before my head hit the pillow! 
When my parents turn the lights out, I read my book under the blankets with a torch. 

2. Note that we usually refer to an alarm clock as 'an alarm'. 
Don't forget to set the alarm. We have to be up early tomorrow. 

3. Draw the curtains can mean either open or close them. 
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towel 
Common expressions 
a clean I dirty towel 
a dish towel 
a bath towel 
dry yourself with a towel 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 

I. There are no paper towels in the washroom 
2. If there's one thing I hate, 

a dry I wet towel 
a beach towel 
paper towels 

a. so I'm afraid I can't dry the dishes! 
b. They're much cheaper in Spain. 

3. I dried myself w ith your towel by mistake. c. Have you a cloth or some paper towels? 
4. There's nothing nicer 
S. I can't find a clean dish towel anywhere, 
6. Sorry. I've spilt some coffee on the carpet. 
7. We can buy beach towels when we get there. 

Note Note that we talk about a bath towel. but a face doth. 

toilet 
Verb + toilet 
need the toilet 
go to the toilet 
use the toilet 
flush the toilet 
Have you been to the ... ? 

I. Verb and adjective collocations 

Toilet + noun 
toilet facilities 
toilet paper 
the toilet seat 

d. it's dirty towels! 
e. It's exactly the same as mine! 
f. and the electric hand drier is broken! 
g. than a lovely soh clean bath towel! 

Adjective + toilet 
ladies I gents toilets 
public toilets 
disabled toilet 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs and adjectives: 

I. Don't forget to wash your hands after you've ............. to the toilet. 
2. I ............. the toilet, so can you stop the video for a few minutes? 
3. We couldn't use the. . . toilets in the park because they had been vandalised. 
4. Nobody could ............. the toilet because it was out of order. 
5. Excuse me, is there a ............. toilet? My friend is in a wheelchair. 
6. There was a sign above the toilet bowl which said, 'Please ................ toilet when finished '. 
7. There was a queue outside the ............. toilets. Why is there never one outside the gents? 

2. Toilet + noun 

Notes 

Complete the sentences with the above nouns: 

I. Maria, we're out of toilet ................... Could you get some when you're out? 
2. I wish your grandfather would remember to put the toilet ....................... up! 
3. There was no wheelchair access and no disabled toilet ............. at the concert. 

I. The informal word '100' is often used for toilet: "/I just go to the 100 before the film starts. 
2. In the UK public toilets are sometimes called public conveniences. 
3. In the US, the toilet in your home is the bathroom, and in a public place it is the rest room. 
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table 
mattress 

drawer 
wardrobe 

chair 
alarm 

I. Identifying the key word 

Test 2 
mirror 
curtains 

bed 
bath 

sheet 
shower 

Choose the key word which collocates with these verbs and adjeaives: 
I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 

falloff, get up from. push back, sit in 
change, go to, lie in, make, hard 
go off, hear, set 
clear, leave, reach across , set, sit at 
break, look in, full-length, large 
flush, go to, need, use , publi c 
lock. look in. open. stiff. tOP 
dry yourself with, dirty. wet 
run, clean, have, get into, lie in 
quick, cold, get into, have. turn on 

2. The correct collocation 
Choose the correa cof/ocation: 

I. Andrew, could you make I fay the table fo r dinner, please? 
2. I can't open this drawer. It's really hard I stiff. 

blanket 
towel 

pillow 
toilet 

3. When I finished the letter, I (ell/leaned back in my chair and looked out of the window. 
4. I never look I see in t he mirror first thing in the morning! 
5. Make sure you change I clean your bed at least once a week. 
6. I set t he alarm for lam, but for some reason it didn't go I come off. 
1. Could you make I run the bath fo r me? 
8. Have I got time for a quick I short shower before we go oud 

3. Key word quiz 
Complete each sentence with the correct key word: 
I. Excuse me, but this . .......... is wet. Have you got a dry one? 
2. Harry's room's in a mess again. He hasn't even made his. ... .. .. yet. 
3. My grandfather is now 90 and needs help to get in and out of the 
4. We all sat around the kitchen ........... , drinking tea and chatting. 
5. It's going to be a cold night. Can I have an extra ........... on my bed? 
6. I put my passport in the ........... by my bed, and locked it before going out. 
1. Could you hang these shirts up in the ........... • please? 
8. I always close the ............ when I go to bed. I never sleep with them open! 
9. Unfortunately, there were no ........... facilities at the bus station. 
10. Make sure you turn off the. . . .... when you've finished. 

4. Prepositions 
Choose {he correct preposition to complete these expressions: 
L I was so tired I couldn 't get out I up from my chair. 
2. I reached across I along the table to get the salt. 
3. I prefer to sleep in I on a firm mattress. 
4. I'm usually in I into bed by ten o 'clock most days. 
5. My brother lies in I on the bath for hours after playing footba ll. 
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Section 3 

I n th e kitchen 

kettle 26 
cooker 26 
oven 26 
freezer 26 
dishwasher 26 
washing machine 26 
gri ll 26 
fridge 26 
toaster 26 
knife 27 
fork 27 
spoon 27 
cupboard 28 
shelf 28 
pot 29 
pan 29 
plate 30 
bowl 30 
sink 31 
dishes 31 

test 3 32 
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pot and pan 
r Verb + pot I pan 

fill a pot (with water) 
cover a pot (with a lid) 
clean a pot 
cook (the potatoes) in a pot 
Common expressions 
a set of pots and pans 

l
the bottom of the pot 
heat (the soup) in a pot 
put a pot on (the cooker) 
remove a pot from (the cooker) 

a teapot a coffee pot 0 saucepan 

I. Verb + pot I pan 

Types of pots and pans 
a frying pan 
a chip pan 
a saucepan 
a soup POt 
a cooking pot 
a coffee pot 
a teapot 
a flower pot 

a soup pot a cooking pot a (rying pan 

Complete the sentences with the corred form of the above verbs: 
I .............. the pot with water, then bring it to the boil before adding the pasta. 
2. . the pan with a lid, and let the stew cook slowly unti l the meat is 
tender. 
3. I hate .................................................................. greasy pots and pans. 
4 .............. the peas in that small pot over there. 

2. Common expressions 
Match the halves: 
I. I'm thinking of buying my mother 

a. the bottom of the pot. 
2. I put the pot of soup b. and leave it to cool. 

a flower pot 

3. The heat was too high and I burnt e. a new set of pots and pans for her birthday. 
4. Remove the pot from the heat, 
S. Heat the oil in a large frying pan, 

d. then add the meat and onions. 
e. on the cooker to heat it up. 

3. Kinds of pots and pans 
Complete the (offowing expressions: 

I. make tea in a ...... S. serve the soup straight from the ... 
2. fry chips in a .......... 6. put the plant in a ............. 
3. make a stew in a 7. serve the coffee in a ............. 
4. fry eggs in a ... 8. buy a new set of ............. 

Notes 1. Note these ways of describing food which is cooking in a pot or pan: 
A pot of soup was simmering on the cooker; the sausages were sizzling in the frying pon. 

2. Note this expression: 
I left. the dirty pots and pons in the sink to soak. 

3. A pot plant is one which you grow indoors in a po t - not outside in the garden. 
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plate 
Common expressions 
a waiter clears your plate away 
drop a plate 
smash a plate 
pile plates (in the sink) 
heap food on your plate 
a plate of salad 

Types of plate 
an empty plate 
a dinner plate 
a soup plate 
a dirty I dean plate 

I. Common expressions 
Complete the sentences with the correa form of the above verbs: 
I. I ........... one of my mother's favourite plates on the floor and it . . . How can I 

tell her? She's going to be very upset. 
2. We all rushed to the buffet and ........... food onto our plates. We were absolutely starving! 
3. At the end of the meal, we ........... the dirty plates in the sink and left them overnight. 
4. When we had finished eating, the waitress ........... away our plates, and brought coffee. 

2. Types of plate 
Match the halves: 
I. Could you get the soup plates, please. a. asked if there was any more paella. 
2. Would you take away the dinner plates and b. Could you bring me a clean one, please? 
3. Waiter! This plate's dirty. 
4. He looked up from his empty plate and 

a bowl of soup a sugar bowl a bowl of salad 

bowl 
Common expressions 
have a bowl of (rice) 
empty (a packet) into a bowl 
a sugar I fruit I salad I rice bowl 

c. bring some bowls for the sweet? 
d. It's ready to serve. 

a pile of plates a plate of soup 

fill a bowl with (cereal) 
lick your bowl clean 
a bowl of salad I rice I soup 

a dinner plate 

Common expressions 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 
I. My daughter. .. . ...... her bowl to the top with corn flakes, then poured milk over them. 
2. I opened the soup packet and ........... the contents into a bowl. 
3. I don't eat much for breakfast. I usually only..... .. a small bowl of cereal. 
4. My five-year-old loves ....... his bowl clean at the dinner table, but he knows not to do 

it if we have guests! 
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sink 
Verb + sink 
pour (water) down the sink 
put (the dishes) in the sink 
stand at the sink 

Verb + sink 

fill the sink with (water) 
use the sink 
the sink is blocked 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. I ............. the sink with hot soapy water to do the washing up. 
2. Just ............. the unwashed dishes in the sink and we'll wash them in the morning. 
3. The coffee tasted awful . so I ............. it down the sink. 
4. When [ arrived, Tom was ........................................ at the sink. washing his socks. 
5. Don't ............. the sink at the moment - it's . I'm waiting for the plumber 

to come and fix it. 

"The sink is blocked!" 

dishes 
Common expressions 
do I wash the dishes 
dear the dishes from the table 
dirty I unwashed dishes 
a pile of dishes 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 
I. If you clear the dishes from the table . 
2. I always wear rubber gloves 
3. There was a huge pi le 
4. I grabbed a dish towel and helped to 
S. We stacked the clean dishes 

"He left a huge pile of dirty dishes in the sink!" 

dry the dishes 
stack I pile the dishes 
clean dishes 

a. when I'm washing the dishes. 
b. dry the dishes. 
c. on the draining board by the sink. 
d. I'll start the washing up. 
e. of unwashed dishes in the sink. 
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cupboard 
toaster 
dishwasher 

shelf kettle 
plate bowl 
washing machine 

I. The correct collocation 
Choose the correct collocotion: 

Test 3 
cooker 
knife 
sink 

oven 
fork 
dishes 

I. Switch on I Switch the kettle and I'll make some tea. 
2. Like most people I carry f hold my fork in my left hand. 

freezer 
spoon 

grill 
pot 

3. Have you got a wooden spoon? I need to stir I turn the soup in the pot. 
4. We (flied floaded the cupboard with pasta and tinned food. 
5. Could you help me to put up I put in some shelves in the kitchen! 
6. Close I Cover the pot with a lid and leave it for 20 minutes. 
7. The dinner I lunch plate was so hot I couldn't pick it up. 
S. You can't use the sink. It's blocked I broken. 

fridge 
pan 

9. There's a heap I pile of dirty dishes in the sink and it's not my tu,n to wash them! 

2. Key word quiz 
Complete each sentence with the correct key word: 
I. This ........... is blunt. Have you got a sharp one? 
2. The ..... . .. are empty. We'll need to do some shopping. 
3. Put the chicken in the ............ and roast it for about two hours. 
4. I accidentally dropped a flower ........... on the floor. 
5. Could you clear the dirty dishes from the table and load the ........... , please? 
6. Has the ........... boiled yet? I'm dying for a cup of coffee. 
7. Could you empty the ........... and put the clothes in the tumble dryer? 
8. I put a little oil in a large frying. . . . . . . ... and then added the onions. 
9. The kitchen ............ was filled with soapy water. 
10. Put the leftover salad in the ............. We can have it for lunch tomorrow. 
I I. I hate washing ....... ..... , but I don't mind drying them. 
12. Put the soup pot on the. . .... on a low heat. 

3. PrepOSitions 
Choose the correa preposition to complete these expressions: 

I. Could you turn the oven at I to IBO°C. 
2. I cooked the fish slowly on f under the gri ll. 
3. Fill the pot with water and put it in I on the cooker to boil. 
4. Could you clear the dirty dishes (rom lout of the table, please? 
5. I must remember to take the meat into lout of the freezer for tonight's dinner. 
6. Can you get me that pot down from I on the top shelH I can't reach it. 
7. Put a couple of slices of bread in I on the toaster for me. 
8. I poured the dirty water down I in the sink. 
9. I sliced the vegetables by I with a sharp knife. 
10. Heat the soup up in I on a pot and serve immediately. 
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Section 4 

Sky and weather 

sky 34 
sun 34 
moon 35 
star 35 
rain 36 
thunder 37 
lightning 37 
cloud 37 
snow 38 
Ice 38 
wind 39 
fog 39 

test 4 40 
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sky 
Common expressions 
look up at the sky 
the sky brightens I darkens 
(snow) falls from the sky 
a blue I grey sky 

Common expressions 

Match the halves: 

I. A huge fire at a nearby factory 
2. I like to see the sun. Grey skies 
3. I think the sky's beginning to clear. 
4. A few white clouds drifted 
5. The sky suddenly darkened when 
6. We looked out at a clear blue sky. 

Note Note this expression: 
The casde stood out against the evening sky. 

sun 
Verb + sun 
the sun rises I comes up 
the sun sets I goes down 
the sun shines 
the sun comes out 

I. Verb + sun 

the sky clears 
(clouds) drift across the sky 
a clear I cloudless sky 
the night sky 

a. I can see a few blue patches among the clouds. 
b. the sun moved behind some black clouds. 
c. lit up the night sky. 
d. There wasn't a cloud in sight! 
e. make me feel depressed. 
f. across the sky. 

Common expressions 
avoid I keep out of the sun 
sit in the sun 
dry something in the sun 
the sun is in your eyes 
shield your eyes from the sun 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. After ten minutes the rain stopped, and the sun .......... out again. 
2. I love to get up early and watch the sun ..... _ . _ .. . 
3. Be careful when you're on holiday. Put o n lots of sun cream and .......... the midday sun. 
4. We sat drinking beer by the sea, watching the sun .......... down. 

2. Common expressions: 

Match the halves: 

I. We dried our a. I've got very fair skin. 
2. I wear a baseball cap b. wet swimming costumes in the sun. 
3. I can't sit in the sun for very long. c. The sun's in my eyes. 
4. I can't see a thing. d. to shield my eyes from the sun. 

Note Note these common expressions: 
We're having a great time here, soaking up the sun. 
During the holidays we fazed around in the sun all day fang. 
I've got sunburn on the back of my neck. I must remember to wear a hat next time. 
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moon 
Common expressions 
the moon comes up I rises 
the moon appears / disappears 
see by the light of the moon 

Common expressions 

the moon comes out 
the moon shines 
a full I half I new moon 

Complete the sentences with the correa form of the above verbs: 

I. The moon ............ behind the clouds and it was difficult to see where we were going. 
2. When the moon ............ out from behind the clouds, we were able to see the path clearly. 
3. The moon was. . . . . so brightly I could read my book without a torch. 
4. I watched the full moon............................................ up over the horizon. It was enormous! 
5. We could ........................................... the lions quite easily by the light of the moon. 
6. During Ramadan, Muslims do not eat or drink during the day. Ramadan lasts for about a 

month and ends when the new moon ................................................................... 

star 
Common expressions 
look up at the stars 
the stars shine 

sleep under I beneath the stars 
a bright star 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 

Notes 

I. It was so hot that we slept outside, 
2. It was a clear night with no moon and 
3. I lay on my back and looked up 
4. Capella is one of 

I. Note the expression: 

a. at the stars. 
b. the brightest stars in the sky. 
e. beneath the stars. 
d. the stars were shining brightly. 

It was a clear cold night and the stars were all out. (shining) 
2. If someone is a star, they are famous in the world of entertainment or sport. 
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raIn 
Verb + rain 
rain starts I stops 
rain spreads 
the rain held off 
get caught in the rain 
pour with rain 
rain beat against (the 
window) 

Noun + preposition + rain 
a drop of rain 
a possibility of rain 
a shower of rai n 
the sound of rain 
a break in the rain 

Adjective + rain 
heavy I torrential I light rain 

Common expressions 
take shelter from the rain 
get (soaking) wet in the rain 
bring (it) in out of the rain 

J. Verb + rain 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. When we were in Wales, it ... . . . . . .. with rain from the moment we arrived. 
2. I . . .. . ..... caught in the rain and was soaked from head to toe. 
l . I hope the rain .... .. . .. . off until we get home. I don't have a coat or an umbrella with me. 
4. The rain .......... against my bedroom window all night and kept me awake. 
5. Heavy rain is fall ing in Rome this morning and will .......... later to the north of the country. 
6. I ran for shelter as soon as the rain .. .. . ... . . 

2. Adjective + rain 

Match the halves: 

I. The weather forecast says a. the rain was very light. 
2. I didn't need my umbrella as b. through the torrential rain. 
3. I had to drive very slowly c. we're in for more heavy rain tomorrow. 

3. Noun + preposition + rain 

Complete the sentences with the above nouns: 

I. According to the forecast, there's a strong ........ . . of rain this afternoon. 
2. I'm sure I felt a few .......... of rain on my face just now. 
3. There was hardly a .......... in the rain all day. It never really stopped once! 
4. Our barbecue was ruined by a heavy .. . ....... of rain. 
5. We couldn't hear ourselves talking for the .. . . .. .... of rain on the roof of the car. 

4. Common expressions 

Notes 

36 

Complete these sentences with the correa preposition: 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

I. 

We took shelter ....... ... the rain in a nearby cafe. 
We got soaking wet . .... .. ... the rain on the way home from school. 
Shouldn't we bring the washing in out .......... the rain ? 
It was a miserable day. It poured .......... rain all afternoon. 

Note these expressions: 
It looks li ke rain to me. (I think it 's going to rain.) 
I hope the rain lets up (or the weekend. (fin all y stops) 
This rain looks as if it has set in for the rest of the day. (started and will cont inue) 
The rain is expected to last all weekend. (will continue) 

2. Notice these ways of saying the rain was very heavy: 
It was pouring with rain. or It was pouring. 
It was bucketing with rain. or It was bucketing. 
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thunder and lightning 
Common expressions 
be struck by lightning 
a fiash I bolt of lightning 

lightning flashes 
a clap of thunder 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 

Notes 

I. During the storm, lightning 
2. There was a sudden flash of lightning, 
3. Tom was struck by lightning 
4. Can lightning ever strike 

a. twice in the same place? 
b. flashed across the sky. 
e. followed by a loud clap of thunder. 
d. while playing golf. 

I. You can also say a thunder clap as well as a clap of thunder. 
2. Notice from the exercise that lightning f1ashes across the sky. 

cloud 
Verb + cloud 
clouds cover (the sun, sky) 
clouds float across the sky 
clouds lift 
(a plane) breaks through the clouds 

"Struck by lightning!" 

Adjective + cloud 
white I dark clouds 
rain I storm clouds 
thick cloud 
low cloud 

I . Verb + cloud 
Complete the sentences with the corred form of the above verbs: 

I. It was a fine day when we got there. Only a few clouds were ............ across the sky. 
2. Dark clouds suddenly ........... the sun and I had to put a jumper on. 
3. A few minutes after take-off our plane ........... through the clouds into bright sunlight. 
4. Later in the day the clouds ..................... , and the mountains suddenly came into view. 

2. Adject ive + cloud 
Complete the sentences with the above adjectives: 

I. Black ........... clouds were gathering on the horizon, so we left the beach and went back to 
our hotel before the rain started. 

2. It was a beautiful summer's day with just a few, fluffy ............................ clouds in the sky. 
3. Visibility at the airport was poor because of the ............................ cloud and heavy rain. 
4. We couldn't see the tOP of Mount Everest. It was covered in ............................... cloud. 

Note Note these noun + preposition + cloud expressions: 
The whole country was covered in Q blanket of cloud. 
There were a few breaks in the cloud later in the day, so we got some sunshine. 
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snow 
Verb + snow 
snow falls 
snow drifts 
snow melts 
clear snow (from a path) 

Adjective + snow 
deep snow 
heavy snow 
melting snow 

Noun + of + snow 
a blanket of snow 
a fall of snow 
a flake of snow (snowflake) 

I. Verb + snow 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. The snow has been .......... steadily all day. It's now about 10 centimetres deep. 
2. It took me over an hour to .......... the snow from my front door to the street. 
3. I don't think the snow will lie on the streets for very long. It's already starting to ......... . . 
4. Snow had .......... against the garage door overnight and I couldn't push it open. 

2. Adjective + snow 
Match the halves: 

I. We had to struggle through a. by heavy snow. All main roads are closed. 
2. The melting snow has caused b. deep snow to get here. It was knee-deep in places. 
3. Many villages have been cut off c. severe flooding in the area. 

3. Noun + of + snow 
Complete the sentences with the above nouns: 

I . . The day was cold, with frequent .......... of snow which only lasted a few minutes. 
2. A few .......... of snow fell , but it never really started to snow properly. 
3. Fresh snow fell during the night. The ground was covered in a thick .......... of snow when 

we got up. 

Ice 
Verb + ice 

ice forms 
ice melts 
ice cracks 
scrape ice off (your car) 

be covered with ice 
skate on ice 
skid on ice 
slip on ice 

Adjective + ice 

thick ice 
thin ice 
black ice 

Verb + ice 
Complete the sentences with the correa form of the above verbs: 

I. The sun came out and ... the ice on the pavements. 
2. Do you think the ice on the pond is now thick enough to .......... on? 
3. My friend's car .......... on some black ice and hit a tree. 
4. The lake is usually .......... with thick ice for most of January and February. 
5. My mother broke her arm when she .......... on some ice and fell. 
6. As soon as I stood on the thin ice, it started to . . . . . . . . . .. . I got off it very quickly! 
7. Ice had .. ........ on the windscreen of my car overnight. I had to .......... it off before 

I could drive to work. 
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wind 
Common expressions 
the wind blows 
the wind changes 
the wind rises I gets up 
the wind drops I dies down 
the wind whistles (through trees) 
cycle I walk I sail into the wind 
shelter from lout of the wind 

I . Common expressions 

Adjective + wind 
strong I high winds 
a light wind 
icy I cold I bitter winds 

Complete the sentences with the correct form or the above verbs: 

I. The wind suddenly ....................... direction and started to .......... from the north. 
2. I think we should wait till the wind ......................... before we try to put up the tent. 
3. You could hear the wind .............................. through the small gaps in the windows. 
4. We didn 't reach the top of the mountain. We decided to turn back when the wind started 

to ......................................................................................................... 
5. I'm getting cold. Let's ................. from the wind in that shop doorway over there. 
6. The captain said that the ferry would be thirty minutes late because it was ............ into 

a very strong wind. 

2. Adjective + wind 
Match the halves: 

I. The flags on top of the castle fluttered gently a. it almost blew me off my feet. 
2. Last night's high winds caused b. I was absolutely freezing when I got home. 
3. The wind was so strong 
4. The icy wind cut right through me. 

Note Note these noun + preposition + wind expressions: 
It was absolutely still. There wasn't a breath of wind. 
A strong gust of wind blew my hat off my head. 

fog 
Common expressions 
fog rolls in 
be / get lost in thick fog 

Common expressions 

c. in the light wind. 
d. serious damage to our roof. 

fog lifts / clears 
heavy / thick / dense fog 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. The fog is beginning to ........... , so our plane should be able to take off soon. 
2. We were hopelessly ............... in thick fog. We stopped at a petrol station to ask where we 

were. They must have thought we were mad! 
3. It was lovely and sunny when we arrived at the beach, but when the fog ........... in from the 

sea, we had to go home. It got so cold very quickly! 
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Test 4 
sky sun moon stars rai n thunder lightning cloud snow ice wi nd 

I. Identifying the key word 
Choose the key word which collocates with these verbs and adjeaives: 

I. appear, shine. full, new 

2. " ........ get caught in, pour with, start. heavy 
3 . .. ... .... blow, change, drop, high 
4 . ... .. . ... float. dark. low. storm 
5. o • • • • • • • • • comes out, rise, set, shine 
6 . .. .... .... look up at, sleep under. shine, bright 
7. . . . . . . . . . . fall , melt, deep, heavy 

8. o • • • • • • • • • clear, roll in, thick. heavy 
9. . . . . . . . . . . crack, form, melt, thin 
10 . ...... .... brighten, look up at, clear, blue 

2. The correct collocation 
Choose the correa collocation: 

I. The sky cleared I emptied and the sun came out. 
2. It's a good idea to avoid I miss the hot midday sun. 
3. It was easy to see where we were going because of the complete I full moon. 
4. There was no moon and the stars were (lashing I shining brightl y. 
5. I got soaking wet in the heavy I strong rain. 
6. During the storm lightning (lashed I shone across the sky. 
7. The low cloud lifted I went up and we were able to see the top of the mountain. 
S. There was a heavy drop I falf of snow overnight. 
9. Ice forms I is made on the lake in winter. 
10. It was difficult to walk in the heavy I high winds. 

3. Key word quiz 
Complete each sentence with the correct key word: 

I. I needed my sunglasses to drive because the ........... was in my eyes. 
2. The... . . is very deep in places. Over 40cm fell last night. 
3. A strong ........... was blowing when we arrived in Sydney. 
4. We should see the new ........... tonight. 
S. I got caught in the ........... without an umbrella as I left work. 
6. The plane landed safely after it was struck by ........... . 
7. I looked out of my window at a clear, blue ........... . 
8. The ........... on the lake is very thin, so don't walk on it. 
9. You couldn't see two metres in front of you in the thick ....... . 
10. It 's a bit cloudy tonight, so you won't be able to see so many 

4. Prepositions 
Choose the correct preposition to compfete these expressions: 

I. We slept on the beach below I under the stars. 
2. The moon disappeared behind I under a cloud. 
3. We took shelter from lout the rain under a large tree. 
4. We got lost in I inside t hick fog on our way down the mountain. 
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Section 5 

The natural world 

sea 42 
wave 42 
rive r 43 
is land 44 
beach 44 
sand 45 
mountain 46 
forest 46 
field 47 
ground 47 

test 5 48 
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sea 
Common expressions 
swim in the sea 
dive into the sea 
drown at sea 
live by the sea 
go by sea 

Adjective + sea 
heavy I rough seas 
a calm I fl at sea 
the open sea 

I. Prepositions 
Compete the sentences with the correct preposition: 

I. Living in Birmingham is OK. but I'd like to live .......... the sea. 
2. The whole family went swimming .......... the sea. 
3. I dived off the side of the boat .......... the sea. 
4. Because it is an island, most of Britain's exports go .......... sea. 
5. My grandfather drowned ..... sea when his fishing boat sank in a storm. 

2. Adjective + sea 

Notes 

Match the halves: 

I. The sea was very calm. a. the boat sank in heavy seas. 
2. The crew were rescued minutes before b. It was like glass. 
3. The ferry left the harbour and c. in rough seas off the Italian coast. 
4. A fishing boat is missing d. headed out towards the open sea. 

I. Note these ways of describing where something is: 
The town is 2000 metres above sea level. 
The lake is almost 600 feet below sea level. 
The Titanic lies on the sea bed, 12,000 feet below the surface. 
The documentary was about creatures that live at the bottom of the sea. 

2. There are different ways of saying that you work at sea: 
My father is an officer in the navy. My uncle is a seaman in the merchant navy. 

wave 
common expressions 
waves break on the shore 
waves lap against (the boat, rocks) 
a huge wave 

waves crash against (the boat. rocks) 
surf the waves 
a tidal wave 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 

I. There were hundreds of young people out a. breaking on the shore. 
2. A t idal wave struck the town. b. against the rocks. 
3. The little boat capsized after it was hit c. surfing the huge waves. 
4. Huge waves were crashing d. gently against the side of the boat. 
5. The waves lapped e. by a huge wave. 
6. We sat on the beach watching the waves f. destroying almost all the buildings. 
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rzver 
Verb + river 
cross a river 
pollute a river 
rivers flow 
rivers freeze 

"/ spent the afternoon down 
at the river, fishing." 

I. Verb + river 

Adjective + river 
a deep I shallow river 
a wide I narrow river 
a long river 

"This ;s the old bridge 
across the river." 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 
I. Two major r ivers ........... through our town. 

Common expressions 
fall into a river 
walk along a river 
sail up I down a river 
drift down a river 
catch fish in a river 
a bridge across a river 

'7he river's being polluted by 
waste (rom the local (oaory." 

2. The river ........... over completely during the freezing weather. 
3. The only way to . .......... the river is by ferry. There isn't a bridge for miles. 
4. Waste from factories continues to .................... our rivers, killing fish and wi ldlife. 

2. Adjective + river 
Complete the sentences with the corred form of the above adjectives: 
I. Is the Nile the ................................... river in the world or is it the Mississippi? 
2. I don't think we'll be able to swim across the river at this point. It's far too ........... 
3. The river's quite deep here. Let's try to cross further up. It looks ................ there. 

3. Common expressions 
Match the halves. Then underline the prepositions. 
I. I caught six fish a. across the river. 
2. We were only able to sail b. into the river. 
3. They're bu ilding a new bridge c. in the River Tyne at the weekend. 
4. The boat drifted slowly d. along the river bank. 
5. After dinner we went for a walk e. down the river towards the open sea. 
6. I slipped on the wet ground and fell f. up the river as far as the dam. 

Note One side of a river is called the river bank.. Both sides are the banks of the river: 
The river overflowed its banks after a week of heavy rainfall. 
The village was (looded when the river rose and burst its bonks. 
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island 
Verb + island 

live on an island 
get to I reach an island 
visit an island 
leave an island 

sail round an island 
islands attract (tourists) 

Adjective + island 

a desert island 
a remote island 
a tropical island 
an island is uninhabited 

I. Verb + island 

Complete the sentences with the correct (orm of the above verbs: 

I. The only way to . .. .... .. . to the island is by boat. A daily ferry connects it to the mainland. 
2. Are there people on the island? I thought nobody .......... there. 
3. Many of the young people are fo rced to .......... the island to find work on the mainland. 
4. We'll be .... . . ... . a number of Greek islands o n our Mediterranean cruise. 
S. The island is a popular holiday resort. It _ . . . . .. around 80,000 tourists a year. 
6. We ..... . ... . round the island in the middle of the lake, but there was nothing much to see. 

2. Adjective + island 

Complete the sentences with the above adjectives: 

I. It 's such a .. . ....... island that very few tourists go there. It 's so difficult to get to. 
2. What would you take with you if you had to spend some time alone on a .......... island? 
3. My idea of the perfect holiday would be two weeks on a .... .. . . .. island in the Pacific O cean! 
4. The island of St Kilda is . .. ... ..... Nobody lives there any more. It's off the west coast of 

Scotland. 

beach 
Verb + beach 
go to the beach 
li e on the beach 
clean up the beach 
the beach stretches for 
(miles) 

Adjective + beach 
a beautiful beach 
a sandy beach 
a private beach 
an unspoilt beach 
a dirty beach 
the whole beach 

Common expressions 
spend the day at the beach 
stroll along the beach 
people flock to the beach 
a beach holiday 
something is washed up on 
the beach 

I. Verb + beach 

Complete the sentences with the correct (orm of the above verbs: 

I. There's nothing I like bette r than a beach holiday somewhere really warm. I just love 
. .. ... . _. _ on the beach, sunbathing all day long. 

2. The beach is very dirty . They need to .......... it up. 
3. Our kids love .. ... . . . .. to the beach. 
4. When we went to Cuba, our hotel was right on the beach. It . .. ... .... for mil es in each 

direction, as far as the eye could see. 
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2. Adjective + beach 
Match the halves: 
I. Tourism is new to the area a. It's contaminated with raw sewage. 
2. I had the whole beach to myself. b. endless sandy beaches and perfect weather. 
3. Be careful. The local beach is dirty. c. so you'll find a lot of unspoilt beaches. 
4. The east coast of the country is famous d. private beach with a bar. 
5. Tourists are attracted to the area by its e. There wasn't another soul in sight! 
6. The hotel has a f. for its beautiful beaches. 

3. Common expressions 
Complete the sentences with the correct preposition: 
I. We strolled barefoot ........................................................................ the beach. 
2. Because of the good weather, thousands of tourists are flocking. . . .... the beaches today. 
3. It was very hot so we decided to spend the day ........................................ the beach. 
4. Last week a dead whale was washed up .............................................. the beach. 

"Strolling barefoot along the beach." "A whale washed up on the beach." 

sand 
Common expressions 
dig in the sand 
bury (something) in the sand 
get sand in (your eyes) 
(the wind) blows sand into (your eyes) 

I . Verb + sand 

Adjective + sand 
hot sand 
dry I wet sand 
soft sand 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. I hate ..................... sand in my shoes! It's so uncomfortable. 
2. Our chi ldren love ........... in the sand and making sand castles. 
3. I found a set of car keys ................................. in the sand. 
4. A sudden gust of wind .......................... sand into our faces. 

2 . Adjective + sand Match the halves: 

"Burying dad in the sand!" 

I. The sand was so hot a. the wet sand to the island. 
2. When the tide went out, we walked across b. the dry sand off my feet. 
3. I used a towel to brush c. the soft sand. 
4. My feet kept sinking into d. it burnt the soles of my feet. 
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mountain 
Adjective + mountain 
the highest mountain 
a steep mountain 

Noun + of + mountain 

the top of a mountain 

the foot I bottom of a mountain 
the side of a mountain 
a view of a mountain 

Common expressions 
climb a mountain 
be surrounded by mountains 

walk in the mountains 
take a (difficult) route through the mountains 
fall to your death on a mountain 

I. Common collocations 

Complete the sentences with one word: 

I. She was the first American woman to climb Everest, the .... mountain in the world. 
2. Athens is .......... by mountains. This makes it very very hot in the middle of summer. 
3. K2 in the Himalayas is a very difficult mountain to .......... . 
4. It is nearly impossible to climb such a .......... mountain without special equipment. 

Match the halves and note the prepositions that are used with <mountain': 

5. It was a long climb a. on Mount Blanc yesterday. 
6. I'm an outdoor person and enjoy walking b. up the mountain, but the view was worth it. 
7. We took the scenic route c. in the mountains at weekends. 
8. Two young climbers fell to their deaths d. through the mountains on our way to Geneva. 

2. Noun + of + mountain 

Complete the sentences with the above nouns: 

I. We camped at the .......... of the mountain beside a river. 
2. My village is situated on the .......... of a steep mountain, about halfway up. 
3. I had a fantastic .......... of the mountains from my hotel room. 
4. We didn't reach the .......... of the mountain. We had to turn back because of bad weather. 

forest 
common expressions 

l clear a forest 
forests cover (the mountain) 
the destruction of the forests 

destroy a forest 
forests shrink 
a path through the forest 

Common expressions 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of a noun or verb from the above expressions: 

I. In 1997 huge fires .......... a large area of tropical rainforest in Borneo. 
2. Much of Sweden is .......... in dense pine forest. 
3. Every year millions of acres of forest are .......... to make the paper for newspaper. 
4. There's a .......... through the middle of the forest. which is quite easy to follow. 
5. The world's tropical rainforests have .......... to almost half the size they were 10 years ago. 
6. The Green Party argues that we are all responsible for the .......... of our forests, and says 

that we must all playa part in protecting them for future generations. 
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field 
Common expressions 
farmers plough fields 
green fields 

animals graze in fields 
fields of wheat, potatoes etc 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 
L The farmers don't have tractors. They use 
2. The village I live in is surrounded by 
3. It was a very big farm. There were 
4. There were lots of cows 

a. green fields. 
b. fields of wheat as far as the eye could see. 
c. grazing in the fields. 
d. oxen to plough their fields. 

ground 
Common expressions 
lie on the ground 
be below ground 
be (10 metres) above I off the ground 
fall to the ground 
(a building) is burned to the ground 

I. Common expressions 
Complete the sentences with the correct preposition: 

<fA herd of cows grazing in the field." 

Adjective + ground 
hard I soft ground 
uneven ground 
the ground is frozen 

I. The old man suddenly co llapsed and fell ......... the ground. 
2. We lay ................................ the ground and watched the clouds racing across the sky. 
3. I had to cross the river using a rope bridge which was about 20 metres ......... the ground. 
4. The miners work about 250 metres ......................................................... ground. 
5. Our school was burned .............. the ground at the weekend. Police believe the fire was 

started deliberately. 

2. Adjective + ground Match the halves: 
I. The wheels of the car got stuck 
2. The ground in t he garden is too hard to dig. 
3. I had to walk carefu lly 

Note 
Note how we use 'ground' to describe specific places: 

a. It is frozen solid! 
b. over the uneven ground. 
c in the soft ground. 

Seating for spectators is now compulsory at football grounds in the UK. 
There's a Roman burial ground near here, but I'm not sure if anyone famous is buried there. 
We found the old lady wandering around the grounds of the hospital. 
People are using the waste ground behind the old faaory to dump old cars and furniture. 
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Test 5 
sea wave river island beach sand mountain forest 

I . Identifying the key word 
Choose the key word which collocates with these verbs and adjectives: 

I. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10 ......... . 

lie on, beautiful, sandy, unspoi lt 
climb, be surrounded by. high, steep 
live on, sail round, desert, uninhabited 
dive into, swim in, calm, rough 
graze in, plough, green 
frozen, hard, uneven 
surf, huge, tidal 
dig in, hot, soft, wet 
clear, destroy, shrink 
cross, pollute, long, wide 

2. The correct col location 
Choose the correct collocation: 

field 

I. The sea was very rough I strong. $0 I didn't really enjoy the ferry crossing. 
2. I sat on the beach watching the waves breaking I falling on the shore. 
3. The River Thames flows I travels through the centre of London. 
4. These islands attract I gather thousands of tourists every year. 
5. You'll love the place with its sunny weather and unspoilt I unused beaches. 
6. I hate it when the wind blows I throws sand in your face. 
7. It's one of the highest I tal/est mountains in the area. 
8. The wor ld's rainforests are reducing I shrinking rapidly. 
9. Most modern farmers use tractors to dig I plough their fields. 

3. Key word quiz 
Complete each sentence with the correct key word: 

I. The hotel is only 40 metres from the sea and has its own private .... 
2. It's quite a remote. It takes the ferry about 12 hours to get there. 

ground 

3. I like going to the swimming pool, but I much prefer swimming in the .......... . 
4. We couldn't see the top of the . It was hidden by clouds. 
5. We watched the animals grazing in the .......... . 
6. Our boat nearl y capsized after it was hit by a huge ........ . 
7. I think we can cross the ............ here. It looks quite shall ow. 
8. The ........... was very uneven in places, so we had to be careful as we walked. 
9. As a chil d. I loved digging in the. . ... . ... when we went to the beach. 

4. Prepositions 
Choose the correct preposition to complete these expressions: 

I. We spent Sunday at I in the beach because the weather was so good. 
2. I would li ke to live in a large house on I by the sea. 
3. We took the short route in I through the mountains on our way to Italy. 
4. When I was a boy I lived in Ion a small island just off the coast of France. 
5. It was very stormy with big waves crashing against I on the side of our boat. 
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Section 6 

Animals and plants 

animal 50 
bird 50 
fish 50 
pet 51 
cat 51 
dog 51 
plant 52 
crop 52 
flower 53 
grass 53 
tree 54 
garden 54 
fence 55 
gate 55 

test 6 56 
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animal 
Common expressions 
hunt an animal 
test (drugs) on animals 
be cruel to animals 
an animal [over 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 

1. Some of the animals in the zoo 
2. Many people believe that killing animals 

kill an animal 
treat an animal (well, badly) 
a wild animal 

3 . has been tested on animals. 
b. He's a real animal lover. 

3. I think that hunting is cruel to animals, and c. to hunt wild animals. 
4. None of our company's products 
5. My father used to take me into the forest 
6. Martin's got three dogs and two cats. 

bird and fish 
Expressions with bird 
birds fly 
birds build nests 
birds lay eggs 
birds migrate 
We feed the birds. 

a bird on ;u nest 

Common expressions 

flying away 

d. were badly treated. 
e. that it should be banned. 
f. for sport is wrong. 

Verb + fish 

fish swim 

catch fish 

(lopping its wings swimming 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

catching a fish 

I. If most birds .. . . . . . ... their eggs in spring, how do we get hens to do this all year round? 
2. A bird has ... " . . ... its nest in our garage! Come and have a look. 
3. I didn't .... . ..... any fish today. They weren't biting. 
4. Many different species of bird .......... from Europe to Africa for the winter. 
5. We always .. ... ..... the birds when the ground is covered by snow. 
6. I could see lots of different kinds of colourful fish ... . ... . .. under the boat. 
7. As we got closer, the bird spread its wings and . . . ....... away. I'm not sure what kind it was. 

Note Note these noun expressions: 
The bird watchers were hoping to spot some woodpeckers in the forest 
A lot of the fish we buy today is produced in fish farms. 
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pet 
Ve rb + pet 
keep pets feed your pet 
look after your pet (cats) make good pets 

Verb + pet 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 
I. Believe it or not, rats ........... very good pets. They sell them in the pet shop. 
2. It is important that you teach your children how to ............. after their pets. 
3. One of the conditions of living in this flat is that we can't ................... pets. 
4. You can only have a pet if you agree now that you will ............... it yourself! 

cat and dog 
Verb + dog 
look after a dog 
feed the dog 
dogs bite 
dogs bark 
dogs attack (people, sheep) 
dogs foul the streets 

I. Verb + dog 

Expressions with dog 
take the dog for a walk 
set your dog on someone 
keep your dog on a lead 
Beware of the dog! 
a breed of dog 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

Verb + cat 
cats have kittens 
cats purr 
cats scratch 
cats catch (mice) 
feed a cat 
put the cat out 

I. I'm ............ after my neighbour's dog while she's away on holiday. 
2. I was ........... by a dog, and had to go to my doctor to get a tetanus injection. 
3. Have you ........... the dog yet? There's a tin of dog food in the cupboard. 
4. The dog next door keeps trying to ............ my cat, but it never manages to catch it! 
5. Dog owners will be fined if they don't clean up when their dogs ............ the streets. 
6. I'm fed up with the dog next door............... day and night! We're moving! 

2. Common expressio ns with cat and dog 
Match the halves: 

I. Dogs must be kept on a lead at all times a. I'll set my dog on you. 
2. If you don't leave now, b. 'Beware of the Dog: 
3. That's a strange-looking dog. c. for a walk, please? 
4. The sign on the gate said, d. while you are in the park. 
5. Will you take the dog e. What breed is it? 

Complete the sentences with the correa form of the above verbs: 
6. My brother says he'll ............ the cat while we're away. 
7. I came home from work to find that my cat had ............ six kittens! 
8. The cat ............ another mouse last night. That's why it was. . . . .... so loudly! 
9. I usually .............................................. the cat out just before I go to bed. 
10. Don't worry, Clio's very tame. She won't bite or .................................. you. 

Note Farmers use sheep dogs. Blind people use guide dogs, which have been specially trained. 
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plant 
Verb + plant 

a plant grows 
a plant produces (flowers, fruit) 
a plant is used (in cooking) 
water a plant 

Adjective + plant 
a climbing plant 
a poisonous plant 
a pot plant 

I. Verb + plant 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. Did you know that a large number of common plants are ........ _ . to make �m�e�d�i�c�i�n�e�s�~� 

2. Garlic is one plant which .......... well in a warm climate. 
3. It's an attractive plant which .. _ ....... small red berries throughout the autumn. 
4. We're going abroad for two weeks. Do you think you could .......... our plants while 

we're away in China? 

2. Adjective + plant 
Match the halves: 

I . If there's one kind of pot plant I hate, 
2. Climbing plants like ivy may look very nice, 

3. Some plants from which we get medicines 

a. are very poisonous. 
b. it's geraniums. 
c. but they can do a lot of damage to buildings. 

crop 
Verb + crop 

plant crops 
spray crops 
(the weather) ruins crops 

grow crops 
harvest crops 

"Ivy can be a nuisance." 

Verb + crop 
Complete the sentences with the correa form of the above verbs: 

I. Unfortunately, 10 days of heavy rain have totally ... the crops. 
2. Did you know that most farmers .......... their crops with harmful pesticides? 
3. Most of our land is used for .......... cash crops, like tobacco. cotton and tea. 
4. We need to employ extra workers at the beginning of the growing season when we 

.......... the crops, and at the end of the season when we ........ .. them. 

Notes I. Genetically-modified crops are commonly known as GM crops: 
There's an anti-GM-crop demonstration at Hill Farm tomorrow. 

2. In example 3, cash crops are crops which are grown in order to make money. 
3. Crops grow in 'soil ': 

Carrots grow well in sandy soil. 
4. Notice this example: 

We got 0 good crop of strawberries this yeor. It was a good year for them. 

52 Key Words for Fluency - Pre-intermediate 



flower 
Verb + flowers 
grow flowers 
pick flowers 
water flowers 
send flowers 
arrange flowers (in a vase) 

Adjective + flowers 
fresh flowers 
artificial flowers 
wild flowers 

Common expressions 
a bunch of flowers 
a bouquet of flowers 
the smell of flowers 
a flower bed 

I. Verb + flowers 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 
I. I'm going to . . . ....................................................... more flowers in my garden this year: 
2. Don't forget to ................................................................ the flowers while I'm away. 
3. My boyfriend bent down and .................................... a flower, then put it in my hair. 
4. Inside the church women were . ........................................... flowers in large vases. 
5. I must remember to .................................. my mother some flowers for her birthday. 

2. Adjective + fl owers 
Complete the sentences with the above adjectives: 
I. If I had the money, I'd have ........................................ fiowers on my desk every day. 
2. It's best to visit the island in spring when the fields are full of .............................. flowers . 
3. From a distance they looked like real flowers. It was only once you touched them that you 

realised they were ............................................................................................ 

3. Noun + of + flowers 

Notes 

Match the halves: 
I. I love a. have the most beautiful flower beds. 
2. We'd better get a bunch of flowers b. the smell of freshly cut flowers. 
3. The singer was presented with c. for your mother. 
4. The gardens of the palace d. a huge bouquet of flowers at the end. 

I. A shop which sells flowers is called a florist's. We also use flower shop. 
2. The difference between a bunch of flowers and a bouquet of flowers is that a bouquet is more formal, 

elaborate , and more expensive. 

grass 
Expressions with grass 
long I short grass cut I mow the grass lie on the grass keep off the grass 

Expressions with grass 
Complete the sentences with one word in each space: 
I. The grass is getting too. . . . . . . . .. . It's t ime it was . . . . ....... 
2 . .................. off the grass! You 're not allowed to walk or lie o n it. 
3. We ............... on the grass all afternoon, reading and sunbathing. 

Note The area of grass around a house is called a lawn. You cut it with a lawnmower. 
Dad's very proud of his lawn. 
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tree 
Verb + tree 
climb a tree 
plant a tree 
cut down a tree 
trees grow 
trees are blown down 

Common expressions 
crash into a tree 
you fall out of a tree 
(leaves) fall off a tree 
take cover under I beneath a tree 
(the street) is lined with trees. 

I. Verb + tree 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. We had to dig quite a big hole before we were able to .......... the apple tree. 
2. As a kid, I loved .......... trees. Luckily, I never fell out of one. 
3. Some of these trees can .......... up to 30 metres in height. 
4. Thousands of trees were .......... down in the great storm last month. 
5. I don't know why they .......... down so many trees in the park. There's hardly any left. 

2. Common expressions 

Notes 

Complete the sentences with the correct preposition: 

I . By the end of November, all the leaves had fallen . ......... the trees. 
2. Many of the famous streets in Paris are lined .......... trees. 
3. The bus left the road and crashed . . ........ a tree. 
4. When the rain started, we took cover .......... a huge oak tree. 

I. Note these adjective collocations: 
A fallen tree blacked the path and we had to climb over it 
The car was crushed by a falling tree. 

2. A 'Christmas tree' is a real or artificial tree people have in their house at Christmas: 
We haven't decorated our Christmas tree yet 

3. We use the verb 'shed' to describe a tree losing its leaves: 
In autumn many trees shed their leaves. 

4. Trees are either deciduous (oak, birch. elm etc) or coniferous (pine, spruce. larch). 

garden 

• 

common expressions 
work in the garden dig the garden a tidy I overgrown garden 

Common expressions 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb or adjective: 

I. My mother gets a lot of satisfaction from .. . ....... in the garden. 
2. It should be a .......... garden! He spends most of his life in it. I never see him! 
3. . ... ..... the garden is hard work, but it's also good exercise. 
4. The garden has been neglected all year and it's now ........... The grass actually comes up 

to your waist! 

Note If you 'do' the garden, you work in it: 
Do you do the garden yourself or do you get someone to do it for you? 
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fence 
I Verb + fence 

climb over a fence 
put up a fence 
mend a fence 

I. Verb + fence 

Adjective + fence 
the garden fence 
a high flow fence 
an electrified fence 
a barbed-wire fence 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 
I. The neighbour's son often ............ over the fence into our garden to get his ball back. 
2. It took me two days to ........... up a new fence in the back garden after it fell down in the 

high winds last week. 
3. I've got to ............................................................ our fence this weekend. I hit it with my car! 

2. Adjective + fence Match the halves: 
I. We put up a barbed-wire fence 

a. a new coat of pai nt. 
2. Our garden fence is too high, b. to keep the cows from escaping. 
3. Our garden fence needs c. for children to climb over. 
4. The field next to us has an electrified fence d. to stop sheep getting into our garden. 

"It's time I painted my fence." "Someone's left the gate open!" 

gate 
Common expressions 
open I shut a gate 
the factory gates 

leave the gate (wide) open 
the school gates 

the garden gate 

Common expressions 
Complete the sentences with one word: 

I. The ............ gates open at 7.30 every morning, but most children don't arrive tillS.30. 
2. Someone had ........... the gate wide open and the sheep had managed to get out onto 

the main road. 
3. While walking in the countryside, please remember to ................. all gates behind you. 
4. When the workers turned up this morning, the .......................... gates were closed. 
S. Our .......................... gate leads out onto the open fields at the back of our house. 
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Test 6 
animal bird fish pet cat dog plant crop flower grass tree garden fence gate 

I. Identifying the key word 

Choose the key word which collocates with these verbs, adjectives and nouns: 

I. pick, wild, water, artificial 
2. · ......... catch mice, have kittens, scratch 
3 . .... . .... . climb. cut down, fall out of 
4. · ... . ..... hunt, kill, treat badly, wild 
5. 0 ••• •• •••• cut, keep off, long 
6 . ......... . fly. migrate, build nests 
7 . . - .. . ..... dig. tidy, overgrown 
8. bite. attack sheep. foul streets 
9. · ... .. .. .. climb over, mend, put up 
10. o • • • • • • • • • grow, water, climbing, pot 

2. The correct collocation 

Choose the correct collocation: 
I. I can't understand people who deal with I treat animals badly. 
2. Most birds have I fay their eggs in spring. 
3. Rabbits form I moke good pets. 
4. I was bitten I cut on the leg when I was attacked by a large dog. 
5. Our cat hod I mode four kittens last week. 
6. It 's a climbing plant which makes I produces large red flowers. 
7. I' ll just go into the garden and pick I pull some flowers. 
8. The leaves are beginning to go off I fall off the trees. 

3. Key word quiz 

Complete each sentence with the corred key word: 

I. The ........... is getting long. We'll need to cut it this weekend. 
2. The landlord says we're not allowed to keep any kind of ........... in the flat. 
3. Keep your ..... _ ..... on a lead so that it doesn't chase the sheep. 
4. A large _ .......... flew out of the tree as I walked towards it. 
S. I'm a vegetarian because I feel it is wrong to kill .......... _ . 
6. 1 bought my wife a large bunch of ........... on her birthday. 
7. The..... . at the back of the house is overgrown. 
8. Someone's left the garden ........... wide open again! 
9. No, I won't pick up your ....... ..... It scratched me last time I tried! 
10. My son loves climbing ......... . _ .1 just hope he doesn't fall out of one of them. 

4. Prepositions 

56 

Choose the correct preposition to complete these expressions: 

I. I don't think I can climb over I up that fence. It's too high. 
2. I think that testing drugs on I with animals is cruel and should be banned. 
3. Please keep oway from I off the grass. 
4. Farmers spray their crops with I by pesticides to stop insects eating them. 
S. I'll set my dog at I on you if you come any closer. 
6. The main streets of the city are lined in I with trees. 
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car 
Verb + car 
drive a car 
hire a car 
park a car 
get into lout of a car 
cars start 
cars crash 
cars skid 
cars break down 

Adjective + car 
a luxury car 
a reliable car 
an economical car 
a spacious car 
a sports car 

Car + noun 

a car alarm 
a car accident 
a car park 
your car keys 

'Well, it may not be very economical, but it's reliable, comfortable, and very fast!" 

I. Verb + car 
Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. He ........... into the car and drove off towards the motorway. 
2. I'm afraid we have a problem. I can't remember where I ........... the car! 
3. Don't ask dad if you can use his car. He never lets anyone else ......... .. it. 
4. Mike ........... his mum's car. He ran into the back of a bus outside the cinema. 
5. The car wouldn't ........... ,so we had to take a bus. 
6. My car ........... down on the way to work, so I was late for an important meeting. 
7. The car ........... when I braked suddenly. At least we didn't crash! 
8. We usually. . . . . .. a car when we go on holiday. You can see a lot more that way. 

2. Adjective + car 
Complete the sentences with the above adjectives: 

I. The car I have just now is very. . . . . . . . . .. . It does about 20 kilometres to the litre! 
2. The sales of ........... cars like Porsche and Rolls Royce increased sharply last year. 
3. It's a ........... car wi th lots of room. It seats five adults comfortably. 
4. My new car is certainly more ............ . The last one was never out of the garage! 
S. I used to have a really fast open-topped ........... car when I was younger, but it 's not very 

practical in the wi nter! 

3. Car + noun 
Complete the sentences with the above nouns: 

I. Many of the people badly injured in car ........... weren't wearing seat belts. 
2. I've lost my car .... .. . . ... and I can't find them anywhere. 
3. My neighbour's car ...... ..... went off at 2am and woke the whole street up! 
4. We didn't stop to visit the castle because the car ........... was fu ll! 
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bus 
Ve rb + bus 
get on I off a bus 
miss I catch a bus 
run for a bus 
wait for a bus 
buses stop 
the bus leaves (for the airport) 

I . Verb + bus 

Noun + bus 
a bus stop 
a bus timetable 
the bus fare 
the bus service 

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the above verbs: 

I. I .............................................................. the last bus and had to walk home. 
2. I had to ................... over an hour for a bus, and then three arrived at the same time! 
3. The best bus to get is the 22. It ....................................... right outside the school. 
4. I get the bus to work. I usually ........................... the express bus to Valencia at 8am. 
5. Please wait until the bus stops before you .................................................... off. 
6. Can you tell me what time the next bus .................................. for the city centre? 
7. I got up late this morning and had to ................... for the bus. I just managed to get it. 

2. Bus + noun 
Complete the sentences with the above nouns: 

I. Copenhagen has an excellent bus. . . . . . . . . ..... There are regular buses to the city centre. 
2. I'll buy the tickets. You check the bus ............... and find out when the next one leaves. 
3. He says he walked to the interview because he couldn't afford the bus 
4. I stood at the bus ............................. for over half an hour before a bus came along. 

Note Note these expressions: 
It's about 20 minutes away by bus. But the bus service is very good. 
Excuse me, is this the bus to Oxford? 
I like to sit on the top deck of the bus. You get a better view. 

petrol 
Common expressions 
fill up with petrol 
be out of petrol 
a tankful of petrol 

Common expressions 
Match the halves: 

I. Unfortunately, we ran out of petrol 
2. Does your car run on petrol or 
3. We're nearly out of petrol. I'll have to 
4. The price of petrol is 
S. Do you know how far your car can 
6. Most modern cars use 

run out of petrol 
(the car) uses I runs on petrol 
the price of petrol 

a. fill up at the next station. 
b. go on a tankful of petrol? 
c. in the middle of nowhere. 
d. unleaded petrol. 
e. diesel? 
f. going up again. 
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